
PRISON LITIGATION REFORM ACT: LEGISLATIVE HISTORY 
(PRE-ENACTMENT DOCUMENTS) 

Volume 1 (documents 1 - 22): 

1. Dec.1, 1995 

2. Jan.4,1995 

3. Jan.4,1995 

4. Jan.4,1995 

5. Jan.19,1995 

6. Jan.25,1995 

7. Feb.6,1995 

8. Feb.6,1995 

9. Feb.8,1995 

10. Feb. 3-10, 1995 

11. Feb.10,1995 

House Report (104-378) on H.R. 2076. 

S. 3, Violent Crime Control and Law Enforcement Improvement Act of 1995 
(Sec. 103, Civil Rights oflncarcerated Persons). 

H.R. 3, Taking Back Our Streets Act of 1995 (Title VII, Stopping Abusive 
Prisoner Lawsuits). 

H.R. 2076 (1041
h Cong.): Prison Litigation Reform Act (An Act Making 

Appropriations for the Departments of Commerce, Justice, and State, the 
Judiciary, and Related Agencies for the Fiscal Year Ending September 30, 
1996, pp. 65-77). Note: vetoed. 

Prepared Testimony of Hon. Victor Ashe, Mayor of Knoxville, before 
Subcommittee on Crime, Committee on the Judiciary, U.S. House of 
Representatives. 

H.R. 667 (1041
h Cong.): Violent Criminal Incarceration Act of 1995 

(as introduced by Mr. McCollum). 

H.R. 667: Violent Criminal Incarceration Act of 1995 (as amended). 

House Report (104-21) on H.R. 667: Violent Criminal Incarceration Act 
of 1995. 

House Report (104-25) on H.R. 667: Violent Criminal Incarceration Act of 
1995. 

Congressional Record (House): H.R. 667: first reading and floor debate. 
Hl 160-1161 (Feb. 3); H1279-1283 (Feb. 6); Hl372 (Feb. 7); H1434 (Feb. 8); 
H1459-1585 (Feb. 9). 

H.R. 667 (as passed by the House). 



12. Feb. 14, 1995 

13. Feb.1~1995 

14. Feb.22,1995 

15. Apr. 4, 1995 

16. May 17, 1995 

17. May 25, 1995 

18. June 21, 1995 

19. July28,1995 

20. July 27, 1995 

21. July 27, 1995 

22. Sept. 26, 1995 

S. 400, Stop Turning Out Prisoners Act (as introduced in the Senate). 

E. Michael McCann, Chairperson of the ABA Criminal Justice Section, 
Letter to Senators urging opposition to "Stop Turning Out Prisoners Act" 

R.R. 667: Violent Criminal Incarceration Act of 1995 (read in Senate). 

S. 672, Civil Justice Fairness Act of 1995 (Title V, Control of Abusive Prisoner 
Litigation Practices). 

S. 816, Local Law Enforcement Act of 1995 (Sec. 102, Stopping Abusive 
Prisoner Lawsuits, and Sec. 103, Appropriate Remedies for Prison Conditions). 

Congressional Record (Senate): S.7497, 7524-7527: Introduction ofS.866. 

Judicial Impact Office, The Administrative Office of the U.S. Courts, 
"Judicial Impact Statement": Violent Criminal Incarceration Act of 1995 
(R.R. 667) 

Congressional Record (Senate): "S. 1093: a bill to prohibit the application of the 
Religious Freedom Restoration Act of 1993 ... to an individual who is 
incarcerated ... " Sl0895-10896 (July 28) (introduced by Sens. Reid and Bryan): 
Remarks of Sen. Reid. 

Senate Judiciary Committee, Hearing on S.3, 38, 400, 866, 930 and R.R. 667: 
Prison Reform: Enhancing the Effectiveness oflncarceration (see attached 
for contents) 

Testimony of John R. Schmidt, Associate Attorney General, Department of 
Justice, Before the Committee on the Judiciary, United States Senate, Regarding 
Overhauling the Nation's Prisons. 

S. 1275, Prison Conditions Litigation Reform Act. 



Volume 2 (documents 23 - 48): 

23. Sept. 26, 1995 

24. Sept. 26, 1995 

25. Sept. 26, 1995 

26. Sept. 27, 1995 

27. Sept.29,1995 

28. Sept.,1995 

29. Oct. 10, 1995 

30. Oct. 11, 1995 

31. Dec.1, 1995 

32. Dec. 6, 1995 

33. Dec. 6, 1995 

34. Dec. 7, 1995 

Congressional Record (Senate): "S. 1275: A bill to provide for appropriate 
remedies for prison condition lawsuits, to discourage frivolous and abusive 
prison lawsuits ... " S14316-14317 (Sept. 26) (introduced by Sen. Abraham): 
Remarks of Sen. Abraham. 

Congressional Record (Senate): Text of R.R. 1275 as introduced. S 14317-
14318 (Sept. 26) 

S. 1279, Prison Litigation Reform Act of 1995. 

Congressional Record (Senate): S14413-S14419, Introduction of"Prison 
Litigation Reform Act of 1995" ["PLRA"] (Senators Dole and Hatch et al). 

Congressional Record (Senate): S14626-S14759, Amendment and debate of 
PLRA. 

H.R. 2076, Depts. Of Commerce, Justice, and State, the Judiciary, and Related 
Agencies Approrpiations Act (Title VIII, Prison Litigation Reform). 

R.R. 2076 (enrolled bill sent to the President, Oct. 10). 

R.R. 2468, Prisoner Lawsuit Efficiency Act of 1995. 

Conference Report, H.R. 2076: "Making Appropriations for the Departments of 
Commerce, Justice, and State, the Judiciary, and Related Agencies for the Fiscal 
year Ending September 30, 1996, and for Other Purposes, Title VIII - Prison 
Litigation Reform" 

Congressional Record (House): H 14098 (Dec. 6) : Remarks of Rep. Mollohan. 

Congressional Record (House): H 14105 (Dec. 6): Remarks ofRep. LoBiondo. 

Congressional Record (Senate): S 18136-18137 (Dec. 7): Remarks of Sen. 
Hatch. 



35. Dec. 8, 1995 

36. Dec. 21, 1995 

37. Feb.29,1996 

38. Mar. 5, 1996 

39. Mar.6,1996 

40. Mar.7,1996 

41. Mar. 11, 1996 

42. Mar.19,1996 

43. Mar.19,1996 

44. Mar.20,1995 

45. Mar.29,1996 

46. Apr. 25, 1996 

Congressional Record (Senate): S 18295-18296 (Dec. 8): Remarks of Sen. 
Abraham. 

Congressional Record (Senate): S 19113-19114 (Dec. 8): Remarks of Sen. Kyl. 

R.R. 2992, Crime Prevention and Family Protection Act of 1996 (Subtitle B, 
Stopping Abusive Prisoner Lawsuits, and Subtilte C, Stop Turning Out 
Prisoners). 

R.R. 3019, Depts. Of Commerce, Justice, and State, the Judiciary, and 
Appropriations Act, 1996 (Title VIII, Prison Litigation Reform) (as introduced 
in the House, March 5). 

S. 1594, Departments of Commerce, Justice, and State, the Judiciary, and 
Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 1996 (Title VIII, Prison Litigation 
Reform Act of 1995). 

R.R. 3019 (as passed by the House). 

H.R. 3019 (as received by the Senate). 

Congressional Record (Senate): S2296 -2300 (Sen. Kennedy re: title VIII of the 
Appropriations Bill; STOP provisions, etc.) 

R.R. 3019 (engrossed Senate amendment). 

Congressional Record (Senate): S2458-2460 (Mar. 20): text of Title VIII ofH.R. 
3019 (as passed by Senate). 

H.R. 3206, Crime Correction and Victim Assistance Act of 1996 (Sec. 5, 
Stopping Abusive Prisoner Lawsuits). 

U.S. House of Representatives, Conference Report 104-537 to accompany 
R.R. 3019: "Making Appropriations for Fiscal Year 1996 To Make a Further 
Downpayment toward a Balanced Budget, and for Other Purposes" (re: Title!
Omnibus Appropriations, Departments of Commerce, Justice, and State, the 
Judiciary, and Related Agencies) 



47. Apr. 25, 1996 

47a. Apr. 26, 1996 

48. Apr. 26, 1996 

Congressional Record (House): H3859-3862 (Apr. 25): text of conference report 
on Title VIII ofH.R. 3019. 

Omnibus Consolidated Rescissions and Appropriations Act of 1996. 

Administration of William J. Clinton, 1996: 32 Weekly Comp. Pres., pp. 726-
729 (Apr. 26): Statement of President Clinton on Signing the Omnibus 
Consolidated Rescissions and Appropriations Act of 1996. 
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