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            The University of Michigan, founded in 1817, celebrates a long and distinguished history. It was in 1787 that the Northwest Territorial Ordinance provided public land for this and other Midwestern universities and established a tradition of respect for excellence in higher education.

      

          

        

                      

    

    

  




      





        

    
    

    
    
  







  


    

  
  
  
          
        
    

  
  
    

  
            

  
    

  
    
    
      
        
      
        
          
            Three Native American nations—the Ojibwa (Chippewa), Odawa (Ottawa), and Bodewadini (Potawatomi)—subsequently granted certain lands for use of the University of Michigan and by the end of the 19th century, Michigan was the largest and most generously supported public university in America and already a leader in graduate education.


The University of Michigan Law School, one of the oldest law schools in the nation, was founded in 1859. But unlike other highly selective law schools established in that era, admission was never restricted to the privileged. When Gabriel Hargo graduated from the Law School in 1870, Michigan—then the largest law school in the country—became the second American university to confer a law degree on an African American. 


That same year, Michigan was the first major law school to admit a woman, and in 1871, graduate Sarah Killgore became the first woman with a law degree in the nation to be admitted to the bar; by 1890, Michigan had graduated more women than any other law school. That commitment to access and diversity joined an equally powerful commitment to excellence, which continues to this day.


The Law School has long held an international reputation. In 1878, the first Japanese students graduated. During Cooley’s deanship, the School took pride in being open to all persons literate in English, including over 80 subjects of the Emperor of Japan, who were sent to Ann Arbor as a part of the opening of that empire to external influence.


The University of Michigan is one of the world’s largest and finest public universities. Generous support from the people of Michigan over many years was essential to creating this outstanding institution, and Michigan Law’s thousands of graduates have supported the School since the early 20th Century, when President Harry Hutchins developed a national alumni network. Nowadays the Law School is now funded almost entirely through tuition and private giving.
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            Law School enrolled its first students.
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            James Valentine Campbell, Thomas MacIntyre Cooley, and Charles Irish Walker appointed law professors.
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            First law department lecture given to students.
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            First law building completed.
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            First African American student admitted. Gabriel Franklin Hargo became the first African-American student to graduate from the Law School in 1870.
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            First female student admitted. Sarah Killgore graduated in 1871, the first woman with a law degree in the nation to be admitted to the bar.
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            Clarence Darrow studied law.
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            First LLM degrees granted, two to students from Japan.
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            Course of law study extended to three years.
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            First issue of Michigan Law Review published.
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            Henry Moore Bates appointed dean, serving until 1939.
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            Law Department changed to Law School by Regental action.
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            Cases and Materials on the Law of Future Interest, Lewis M. Simes, published.
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            Judge Advocate General’s (JAG) School in operation.
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            Cases on Remedies: II, Restitution at Law and in Equity, John P. Dawsom and Edgar N. Durfee, published.
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            International Law: Cases and Materials, William W. Bishop Jr., published.
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            International legal studies program expanded by Ford Foundation grant.
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            Institute of Continuing Legal Education established.
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            Committee of Visitors established.
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            Basic Criminal Procedure: Cases, Comments and Questions, Yale Kamisar, Jerold H. Israel (and Wayne R. LaFave), published.
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            Clinical law program established.
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            Smith Library addition opened.
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            Legal Practice Program opened.
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            Center for International and Comparative Law established.
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            Transnational Law added as graduation requirement.
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            Law School won Grutter v. Bollinger Affirmative Action Admissions Lawsuit.
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            Law School Sesquicentennial.
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            Robert B. Aikens Commons and Kirkland & Ellis Café opened.
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            South Hall academic building opened and was dedicated. The building was renamed Jeffries Hall in 2018.
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