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Sarah E. Light is an Assistant Professor of Legal Studies and Business Ethics at the 
Wharton School of Business at the University of Pennsylvania, where she teaches 
Environmental Management, Law, and Policy. In the spring of 2017, Light is teaching 
Environmental Law at the University of Pennsylvania Law School, and she has previously 
taught Environmental Management, Law, and Policy at Columbia University. 
 
Professor Light's research examines issues at the intersection of environmental law and 
business and technological innovation. Her articles have addressed the regulatory 
implications of the rise of transportation platforms like Uber and Lyft; the federalism 
implications of the development of new technologies like autonomous vehicles; how 
business innovation, such as Microsoft's adoption of a private carbon fee, can be a form of 
private environmental governance; and the U.S. military's role in stimulating private 
technological innovation to reduce fossil fuel use in what Light has called The Military- 
Environmental Complex. Her articles have appeared in and are forthcoming in the Yale Law 
Journal, the UCLA Law Review, the Vanderbilt Law Review, the Emory Law Journal and 
the Stanford Environmental Law Journal, among others. 
 
Prior to entering academia, Professor Light served for ten years as an Assistant United States 
Attorney for the Southern District of New York, Civil Division, and for four years as the 
Chief of the Office’s Environmental Protection Unit. In that capacity, Light represented federal 
agencies, including the Environmental Protection Agency, the Department of Defense, the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, and others in affirmative and defensive environmental 
litigation. She has also served as a pro bono mediator in the United States District Court for 
the Southern District of New York. 
 
Light earned her J.D. from Yale Law School, an M. Phil in Politics from Oxford 
University where she was a Rhodes Scholar, and an A.B. in Social Studies magna cum 
laude from Harvard College. 


