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The Study of Law as an
Intellectual Activity

The following remarks were first made to an
entering law class by Professor James B. White
in 1981. They appeared later in Volume 32 of
the Journal of Legal Education, and in his
book, Heracle’s Bow: Essays on the Rhetoric
and the Poetics of the Law.

Others have recently spoken to you
about the social and psychological
conditions of law school life, and no

doubt conversations on that intriguing
topic will command your attention for some
time to come. What I want to talk to you
about today is a different subject. My con-
cern is with what you will be doing in law
school intellectually speaking, that is, with
what we are asking you to do with your
minds as you do the work of law school:
reading your cases; preparing for class; ask-
ing and responding to questions in the
classroom; and thinking and talking about
legal questions with each other over coffee
or lunch. The process may well seem new
and strange to you, very different from what
you have done in college, and I hope that I
can make some remarks that will help to
prepare you for it.

I don’t want to attribute to any of you
the sort of ignorance I once had, but it is
possible that some of you think — as many
nonlawyers do — that the law is at bottom
very simple. I once thought that what the
word “law” referred to was, obviously
enough, the laws themselves. And I natural-
ly expected that the laws were all written
down somewhere to be looked up and
applied to life. The rules, once found, were
simple; the mystery of the law had to do
with their location. What mainly distin-
guished me from the lawyer, I thought, was

that he knew where to find the rules and
how to be sure he had found all of them.
What I conceived of as the “application” of
the rules was easy. You move to a new state
and you need to obtain a new driver’s
license and automobile registration. You
send for or pick up the appropriate informa-
tion and follow the directions until the
process is completed. Or take traffic regula-
tions: it is easy to understand that you
should stop at a stop sign, yield at a yield
sign, and the like. The rules are clear: you
either follow or disobey them.

It is true that the law often works in this
simple way, perhaps most of the time; for in
many situations the law is sufficiently intel-
ligible for people to use it easily and suffi-
ciently fair to occasion no feeling that there
is something deeply wrong that calls out for
correction. What is more, strongly held val-
ues support this simple view of the law: to

one raised in a democratic system it seems
that this is how the law must work. The
rules are for my guidance, after all, and they
must be intelligible to me. I vote for candi-
dates on the “issues,” which are frequently
stated in the form of proposed legislation or
regulation; to be competent as a voter,
which my political system no doubt rightly
assumes I am, I must be able to understand
the laws. If they are unclear, it is certainly
not through any necessity but because they
have been made so by lawyers, eager to
maintain the profitable mystique of their
profession.

But this simple view does not account
for all the ways in which the law works, and
it omits entirely what is most interesting,
difficult, and important in what we do.
Think for a moment what would follow if it
were true that the activity of law consisted
of nothing more than memorizing certain



clear rules and learning where to find the
others. First, both law school and the prac-
tice of law would be intolerably boring. On
the face of it, few things could be more dull
than simply memorizing large numbers of
rules or learning one’s way about a biblio-
graphical system. But the fact is that for
many people the study and practice of law
are both difficult and fascinating.

Second, since the rules that must be
memorized are not invented at the law
schools but exist outside of them, generally
available to the world at large, there would
be no substantial or interesting difference
between a good legal education and a poor
one. (Indeed, it would not be plain under
these circumstances why we should have
law schools or formal legal training at all.
We could publish lists of rules and examine
students on their “knowledge” of them at a
bar examination.) And if this view of the
law were accurate, there would be little to
distinguish a good lawyer from a poor one.
But there is general agreement, among
those who claim to know, that a good legal
education is something important and spe-
cial, something very difficult to attain; that
a good lawyer has capacities and powers the
poor one lacks; and that in this field as in
others, excellence is rare and valuable.

The third consequence of this simple
view of the law would be that the case
method — ”learning the law by reading
cases” — would seem bizarre and perhaps
sadistic. Why should one read these compli-
cated and difficult cases simply to discover
the general propositions for which they
stand? But a great many lawyers regard
their experience of learning how to read a
case as a step of huge importance in their
education as minds and as people, involving
much more than learning to discover and
repeat rules. Some, at least, would say that
this training has helped them to find the
material of their daily professional existence
a set of puzzles and difficulties that can
interest them for life.

In my view, and I think in that of my
colleagues here, the simple model of the law
with which I began is right only in the
sense that it describes how the law some-
times works in the world; it is wholly

wrong as a conception of the field of study
and practice with which you are about to
become engaged. Our primary field of con-
cern is the problematic and complex in the
law, not the simple and orderly.

Let me suggest that you regard the law
not as a set of rules to be memorized, but as
an activity, as something that people do
with their minds and with each other as
they act in relation both to a body of
authoritative legal material and to the cir-
cumstances and events of the actual world.
The law is a set of social and intellectual
practices that defines a universe or culture
in which you will learn to function. Like
other important activities, law offers its
practitioner the opportunity to make a life,
to work out a character for himself. What
you will learn in law school, in this view, is
not information in the usual sense, not a set
of repeatable propositions, but how to do
something. Our primary aim is not to
transmit information to you but to help you
to learn how to do what it is that lawyers
do with the problems that come to them. In
the course of all this you must necessarily
acquire a great deal of information, much of
it essential to your training, and some of it
will come from your teachers. But the
acquisition of such information is inciden-
tal, not central. As a professor once said, “I
am not a data bank; what I hope to be is a
teacher.”

Of course the law as an activity can and
should be studied — and is studied at this
law school — from the point of view of
other disciplines. The operations of lawyers
and the legal system can be studied by the
anthropologist, the economist, the histori-
an, the literary or rhetorical critic, the psy-
chiatrist, the philosopher, the social theo-
rist, and many other specialists. But in
studying the law in such ways one is func-
tioning, not as a lawyer, but as an anthro-
pologist, as an historian, and so forth. What
is peculiar and central to your experience in
law school and beyond is learning how to
participate in this activity, not as an acade-
mic but as a legal mind. I do not mean to
suggest that all of you will or should choose
to become lawyers by career. Some of you
may have very different goals. But I assume

that you will all want to learn the law. And
what I am saying for all of you is that the
most important thing that you can learn
here is not what the rules say, but what it is
that the lawyers and judges do and should
do with the materials of the law.

It might help if you were to compare the
process of learning law not so much with
your other experiences of the classroom as
with your experiences of learning in ordi-
nary life: learning to swim, to sail, to ski, to
fly-fish, to understand music or art, to play
poker or bridge, or to carry on a conversa-
tion at a lunch counter or cocktail party.
How would you describe what learning to
engage in such activities involved for you?
To what extent does it make sense to say
that what you did was to “acquire informa-
tion” in the usual sense? What did you do
beyond that?

Let me address one of these analogies.
Suppose that you were asked to teach a per-
son how to sail a boat, and that you pro-
ceeded by explaining the names of the parts
of the boat, how the various parts operated,
and the principles on which they func-
tioned. Suppose your student learned to
repeat perfectly what you had said. What
would he or she know about sailing? One
summer I tried to teach people to sail that
way, and what I found was that even those
who could repeat what I said did not under-
stand it; when they got into a boat and felt
it move and shift on the water, the sails
shake and fill in the wind, they had no real
idea of what to do. Of course the informa-
tion I offered was useful to one who wished
to sail, but it could only begin to be mean-
ingful after he understood something about
sailing. I am suggesting that knowing the
rules of the law is like knowing the names
for the parts of a boat; it is useful informa-
tion which teaches little about the enter-
prise itself. Or consider fly-fishing or a golf
swing: what do you know when you can
explain the structure of the equipment and
the principles upon which it is used, when a
cast or a swing has been described to you,
but before you yourself have tried it? To
learn law, one must do law. It is the func-
tion of our classes to help you learn how to
do law. 

 



A more complete analogy may be learn-
ing a language. One must know the rules of
grammar and the meaning of terms, but to
know those things is not to know how to
speak the language. That knowledge comes
only with use. The real difficulties and plea-
sures lie not in knowing the rules of French
or of law, but in knowing how to speak the
language, how to make sense of it, how to
use it to serve your purposes in life. One’s
knowledge of a language, like one’s knowl-
edge of the law, is never complete. Again
and again one hears new sentences and new
terms; one sees, with surprise and pleasure,
new operations and new moves. The speaker
of ordinary competence constantly invents
new ways to use the language. It is said that
the most effective way to teach a language
is to immerse the student in the culture, to
start him speaking and talking and reading
the language before he “knows” anything
about it. Then it is always a language and
not a scheme, not a subject, that he is learn-
ing. It is a similar perception which under-
lies the way we teach law. 

In both language and law, learning has a
double focus: if one is to live and act com-
petently in a particular culture, one must
learn how the language — or the law — is
in fact spoken by others, by those whom
one wishes to address, to persuade, to learn
from, and to live with. But one also wishes
to learn how to turn the language, or the
law, to one’s own purposes: to invent new
sentences, to have new ideas, to do new
things, perhaps to change the nature of the
language itself. Your concern in law school
is thus a double one: to learn as completely
as you can how the legal culture functions;
and to establish a place for yourself in rela-
tion to it from which you can attempt to
use it in your own ways—in ways that
increase your capacities and powers, ways
that enable you to speak truthfully to the
conditions of the world and to take posi-
tions (and offer them to others) which seem
to you to be right. In doing all this you will
subject your own views and inclinations to
the discipline of the inherited culture and
the conditions of the world; and you will
have a chance, sometimes, not only to

maintain but to improve the culture of
which you become a part.

What I have said may suggest an expla-
nation of what we call the “case method” of
learning law, that is, by studying actual
cases in which the law can be seen in action
rather than by memorizing general princi-
ples or rules. It is true that the cases you
will read in your courses can usually be said
to stand for one or more propositions of law,
and cases are often referred to that way by a
lawyer writing a brief or by a judge in his
opinion. But it is not primarily to learn
those propositions of law (which may
indeed be, in your view or that of others,
erroneous) that you read those cases. Cases
in your casebooks are offered to you as the
occasion for individual and collective
thought, as genuine problems for the mind
and heart. Each opinion is the final stage of
a complicated series of legal events. You are
asked to reconstruct these events in your
imagination so that you can participate in
them at second hand—pretending now that
you are the seller, now the buyer, now one
of the lawyers, now the other, now a judge,
now a legislator. “What would I have done
here, and why?” is your constant question
and test.

This experience can be regarded as an
idealized apprenticeship, as an intellectual
training in the experience of the law, and it
has its roots in our traditions. As you may
know, it was once the custom in this coun-
try for a lawyer to learn the law by doing it
as a clerk or apprentice to an established
lawyer. One can, of course, learn to do the
law that way, and such a training has many
merits for one who wishes to learn the lan-
guage of the law. But the material which
comes into any one lawyer’s office is not
selected or structured to train the student
in a wide range of activities, and one is
stuck with an early and necessarily untu-
tored choice of a single instructor. The ide-
alized or imaginary apprentice system
which the case method entails thus has the
advantages of coverage, structure, and —
may it also be said — unreality. The mis-
takes you make as you first try to do law
are, under this system, harmless ones.

Your apprenticeship is idealized in
another, perhaps to you less attractive way,
for your teachers are not themselves primar-
ily engaged in the busy life of clients and
cases — though most of them once were —
but are people who think about and partici-
pate in the law in a different way, as writers
or scholars. We cannot, as a group, pretend
to offer you what seasoned and experienced
practitioners would, and perhaps it is
appropriate to say something of what we
think we can offer. What our position gives
us is the chance to stand back from the
world of detail and practice and to try to
see something in it, to find something to
say about it, of a more general nature than
would likely emerge from the press of a life
in practice. At this school it is widely felt
that good teaching requires a critical and
creative engagement with the subject
taught, for it is only when the teacher can
regard the material as meaning or exempli-
fying something, as a field for the operation
of his or her independent intelligence, that
it becomes in any but a mechanical way
teachable. Our writing is, among other
things, the record of our engagement with
the law, an engagement of a more general
and reflective kind than we enjoyed in prac-
tice. We hope that this engagement will
deepen our engagement with you.

We do not purport to be able to teach
you everything you want to know, as
lawyers or as people. It is of course true
that, if you apply yourself, there are many
things you will be able to do and do well
when you graduate. But our function can-
not be to create maturely competent, prac-
ticing lawyers, for no one has figured out
how to do that in three years. Perhaps our
object in this respect could be said to be to
prepare you to make the most of your actual
experience of the law at work in the world
when the time comes, to see more and to
learn more than you otherwise would. If
you go into law practice in a firm after law
school, you will find that the apprenticeship
system continues, for a good law office puts
a very high priority on teaching its young,
and a recent law graduate has a great deal
to learn.



To return to your present situation: what
does the conception of the process of law
school I have outlined above mean for you?
What should you do, for example, when
you read a case? What sorts of questions
should you expect your teacher to ask of
you, and how should you prepare to respond
to them?

The first thing to understand is that the
judicial opinion that you read in your case-
book is the last stage of a long and compli-
cated process. This kind of literature, which
will form the bulk of your first-year read-
ing, is the cultural deposit or artifact left
behind by weeks or months or years of work
by actual people in the real world, from
which it is your task to learn — to figure
out — as much as you can about the activity
of law. It is a little as if you were given the
last chapter of a novel and asked to imagine
what went before. A prodigious task.

In my view, the best way to proceed is
chronologically. Begin by trying to recon-
struct from the opinion, so far as you can,
the facts that occurred in the real world
before any lawyer was brought into play.
Tell the story chronologically, without any
terms of legal conclusion. You should try to
create a movie of life, a story of the experi-
ence of ordinary people in the ordinary
world. Reflect in your story how each of the
participants would characterize the events
in his or her ordinary language. This is the
experience upon which the law will be
asked to act in its peculiar and powerful
ways and for which the various people of
the law will claim particular — and com-
peting — legal meanings.

You will probably discover that your
knowledge of the facts is less than com-
plete. Ask yourself what additional facts
you would like to know, and why. Here you
can pretend that you are a lawyer represent-
ing one of the clients: ask yourself what
questions you would put to him about what
happened. This is, after all, what a lawyer
does when a client comes into her office and
tells his story. The client believes he has
told the whole thing. The lawyer examines
and re-examines the story, asking questions
and more questions until she is satisfied 

that he has “enough” to enable her to turn
to her books; what she reads there will sug-
gest new questions, to which the answers
will suggest new lines of legal inquiry, and
so it goes, a jostling between the facts and
the law throughout the life of the case. You
can at least begin this process with every
case you read.

The next stage of reconstruction is to ask
(so far as you can determine from the opin-
ion that you read) what each lawyer did,
why you think she did so, and what you
would have done in her place. One lawyer,
for example, initiated the judicial process
by filing a complaint, which necessarily
rests upon one or more legal theories. What
were the legal theories? Are these the legal
theories that you would have asserted? Is
the case properly in this court rather than
another, and why, if the lawyer had a choice
of courts, did she choose this one? What
relief does she seek and why? How else
might you have acted on behalf of the
plaintiff in the case? After the first lawyer
acted, the second lawyer responded by filing
an answer or motion in response to the
complaint. How did the second lawyer
respond? What would you have considered
doing and why? Could the lawyers have
anticipated their difficulties by sound plan-
ning or more skillful drafting? Is there a
negotiated solution they seem to have over-
looked? You are asked to put yourself in the
place of each of the parties and each of the
lawyers and ask yourself how you would
have behaved, how you would have inter-
preted and responded to the events that
underlie the case.

Almost all of the judicial opinions in
your casebook are explanations of decisions
reached in appellate proceedings. An appel-
late court is asked to approve or disapprove
the decisions made by a judge at the trial of
the case (or at some stage prior to trial).
The evidence available to you on these mat-
ters is often skimpy, but you should try, so
far as you can, to reconstruct the course of
the proceeding the result of which is in
question on appeal. Can you figure out
what each lawyer did? How would you have
acted in his place? What actions of the trial
court are claimed by the appellant to be

erroneous, and why? Can you see other
actions which you would have designated as
error on appeal? On what theory would you
have done so? 

The appellant’s designations of error usually
define the issue or issues on appeal. Frequently
the issues so defined will be stated by the court
and the arguments of counsel summarized,
explicitly or implicitly. At this stage ask 
yourself: What arguments would you have
advanced for each side? Why? How do you
evaluate the arguments you would make?

At the end you read an opinion that
explains the judgment in the case, and here
you face the hardest questions of all: How
would you decide this case? How would
you explain and defend your judgment? At
this stage, the process of the law is no
longer, if it ever was, a matter of argumen-
tative skill and intellectual deftness. It is a
matter of judging right and wrong, better
and worse, of coming to terms with the
necessity and difficulty of judgment. The
simple question — ”How should this case
be decided?” — presents a puzzle and a
challenge that can occupy a life.

You can take it, then, that part of your
training in this school is a training in a spe-
cial kind of reading: not “reading for the
main idea,” as you may have learned in high
school, and certainly not reading for maxi-
mum content acquisition in the minimum
time, but reading as a species of thought,
with a reconstructive and critical imagina-
tion. What can you see here, we ask, and
what can you make of it? What seems at
first easy enough becomes, as you study it,
perplexing; simplicity becomes complicat-
ed. This should not surprise you. A football
game — or a single move in it, say a block
or a tackle — is simple enough to the mere
fan, complex indeed to the coach or scout;
beauty in music is one thing to the ordinary
listener, quite another to the critic or per-
former or composer. So it is with a case
read, not as an exemplification of a rule, but
as a deposit of the processes of the world,
that is in which experience continually frus-
trates expectation, in which facts and argu-
ments seem inexhaustible and inconclusive.
So it is with a statute or regulation read,
not as the statement of a general idea, but

  







associate in a law firm and prepare a memo-
randum for a senior partner on the legal
significance of the facts provided. You may
be asked to assume the role of an advocate.
For example, on these facts what is the best
argument the plaintiff can make?

Although these formats are seemingly
quite different from one another, in reality
they call for exactly the same thing. You
have to identify the issues and state the
arguments for resolving them one way, then
the arguments for resolving them the other
way. If you are asked to decide a case, state
your decision — that is, your preferred res-
olution of the issues — and then the argu-
ments that prompted you to decide as you
did as well as the arguments that pointed
the other way. Do not be surprised by the
fact that some pretty good arguments can
be made on both sides. The questions are
ordinarily constructed so as to make the
choice a hard one with a good deal to be
said on both sides.

If the question asks you to write a mem-
orandum to the senior partner, you should
identify the issues, indicate the resolution
that seems to you correct, and the reasons
for and against your conclusion. If the 
question asks you to state the strongest

argument for the plaintiff, you should also
anticipate the defendant’s response and
explain why the plaintiff’s best argument is
still not all that strong.

Much more could be said about the best
way to take a law school examination. But
the one point you need to keep in mind
now is that the purpose of the examination
is to test your analytic skills, not your
memory. This one point is very important
because it will help you understand what
you should be doing at the beginning of the
term and why. As you prepare for class each
day or read a law review article or draw up
an outline for a course, remember that your
goal is to learn how to solve problems of
analysis in this particular area. 

One final point about examinations. You
must make certain that you know what your
professors expect of you and what sorts of
examinations they intend to offer. Most
examinations are open book. But the ground
rules for an open book exam will vary from
professor to professor. Some will let you
bring any materials into the exam room.
Some will allow only materials that you
have prepared. Some will allow your case-
book and notes but not a treatise or com-
mercial outline. Make sure that you know

well in advance. A few first-year professors
give “take home” examinations that run
anywhere from six to 48 hours in length.

Moreover, make sure that you have a
clear understanding of what topics you are
expected to have covered. Professors often
skip around in a casebook, and you may not
know precisely what was assigned. In all
likelihood, you will also be asked to read
cases or secondary sources that will not be
discussed in class. Professors are usually
very careful to identify the topics for which
you are responsible. But do not take any
chances. If you are in doubt, ask. You
should also find out well in advance of the
end of the term whether your grade for one
course will be based solely on the final
examination. Generally it will be, but some
professors take into account class participa-
tion, and some offer midterm examinations
or require papers. Some will give you an
option, but not require you, to take a
midterm or write a short paper. Make sure
that you understand well in advance of the
final exactly what the ground rules are.

  



Curriculum Overview

Most of the coursework for the first
year is required. The study of this
traditional material, which

includes civil procedure, constitutional law,
contracts, criminal law, property, torts, and
legal practice, has become an experience
shared by most lawyers. The first-year cur-
riculum is presented to four sections of stu-
dents. One section begins in early summer;
the other three sections begin in early fall.
The program of study is essentially the
same for all sections. To complete the first-
year program, students who began their
studies in the fall must take one “first-year”
elective during the winter term. Students
who began in the summer choose from the
full array of courses during the winter. 

All students must take at least one offering
classified as a seminar; complete the
Transnational Law course; fulfill a require-
ment in professional responsibility; and,
after the first year, fulfill an upper-class
writing requirement. Apart from this, the
upper-class curriculum is entirely elective.
The Law School offers a wide range of
advanced courses and seminars in traditional
areas such as international law, criminal law,
and corporate and commercial law. In addi-
tion, many of the Law School’s curricular
offerings reflect contemporary changes in
the ways lawyers and scholars think about
the law. The curriculum also reflects the
evolving interests of our faculty, who are
committed to exploring with students some
of the most challenging and exciting areas
of legal study and practice. 

Legal Practice Program

The Legal Practice courses are a year-
long introduction to legal research,
analysis, writing and skills. In this

course students begin to develop the writ-
ing and research skills that lawyers need in
the practice of law. Legal Practice is a two
credit per term course taken on an honors/
pass, C-/D+, D/fail basis by all first-year
students. In connection with the Legal
Practice course, students also take a one-
credit Legal Practice Skills course.
Successful completion of Legal Practice and
Legal Practice Skills is a requirement for
graduation. 

During the first semester of Legal Practice,
students consider what it means to be a lawyer
in the role of counselor rather than in the role
of advocate. Students prepare several writing
assignments including a non-research and a
research memorandum of law. They learn to
present written analysis of the legal prob-
lem to a client or to a fellow attorney. They
learn to write “persuasively” in a context
that involves the need to persuade an often
uninformed reader that the analysis is 
complete and accurate. Students come to
appreciate how a commitment to honest
and persuasive writing can promote analytic
rigor. A series of rewriting exercises teach
students how consistent redrafting makes
their analysis more precise. Students also
learn how to conduct legal research through
class lectures, readings, demonstrations, and
library exercises connected to the memoranda
they write. Students learn traditional
research methods in the first semester, along
with training in computer research. 

Another component of the first semester
is instruction in some of the professional
skills necessary for the practice of law. This
instruction continues in the second semester
and includes such subjects as oral advocacy,
negotiation, alternative dispute resolution
and drafting.

A goal of the second semester is to shift the
students’ focus from a neutral perspective to an
advocacy perspective. Students develop skills
in advocacy and persuasive argument through
instruction in pre-trial procedures and plead-
ings, and through the drafting of pre-trial and
trial motions. Students receive instruction in
oral advocacy in the second semester and argue
one of their briefs before a judge or panel of
judges. Either a faculty member or local lawyer
serves as a judge for oral arguments. In the sec-
ond semester, students continue to refine and
to learn research skills through writing assign-
ments designed to incorporate issues that
require students to develop research strategies.

The Legal Practice and Legal Practice
Skills courses are taught by the Director of
the Legal Practice Program and a staff of
full-time Legal Practice professors. Second-
and third-year students serve as research
assistants for the Legal Practice professors
and serve as “mentors” for the students. The
Legal Practice professors critique and grade
the students’ assignments, as well as hold
conferences with individual students to dis-
cuss their progress in the course. Students
learn to function in some of the ways lawyers
do through close interaction with the Legal
Practice professors and research assistants. 



Requirements,
Programs, and Electives

Law students design individual upper-
class academic programs by selecting

from a wide array of possibilities. They gen-
erally need not seek the specific approval of
academic advisors. Over twenty seminars
are offered each term which may fulfill the
seminar requirement. Courses which satisfy
the professional responsibility and upper-
class writing requirements for the J.D.
degree are identified in the 
registration materials each term.

You are expected to become familiar
with all Law School academic regulations,
degree requirements, and requirements for
membership in any individual State Bars
which may interest you. You may then
select the courses and programs best suited
to your needs and interests. The freedom to
plan your own course of legal study may, of
course, create uncertainties. Information
and sources of guidance are abundant.

Materials regarding individual courses,
various areas of practice, and related courses
are available on the Law School Web site
(www.law.umich.edu). Information is also
provided about extracurricular offerings by
area of interest. Such areas include: public
interest, litigation, international, environ-
mental law, criminal law and others. Course
evaluation summaries by teachers are also
available in the Office of the Registrar. For
additional assistance, panel discussions or
course advising sessions are presented each
year on first-year electives, general course
selection, and practice areas. These discus-
sions feature general advice by faculty
members, administrators, and local attor-
neys. The wisdom of certain mixes of 
courses and programs and methods of
selecting courses and faculty, along with
specific prerequisites, are discussed. Faculty
also hold meetings each term to describe
the various clinical law programs. In addi-
tion, the Assistant Deans of Students 
discuss course selection when they meet
with students.

Your need for advice may remain after
reading the materials and attending the
available meetings. You should then seek

individual assistance from either of the
Assistant Deans of Students, the Registrar’s
Office, or the faculty. The Law School Web
site contains faculty biographies which
detail their experience or knowledge by
type of practice, substantive legal topic
and/or geographic location. Finally, espe-
cially when a wide sampling is taken, the
advice and recommendations of individual
upperclass students, such as First-Year
Information Fellows, senior judges, and 
orientation leaders, is useful. 

Above all, make your own choices
according to your intellectual and career
interests and best assessment of which pro-
fessors will stimulate you. Too often a stu-
dent will select courses because the subject
material will appear on a given State’s Bar
examination or because a subject seems to
be helpful for today’s practice with a partic-
ular employer. You can, with a broad, 
quality education, quickly master the 
fundamentals of a new field for a bar exami-
nation or educate yourself about a new field
into which your employment calls you. Give
yourself a chance through your studies to
explore an area of potential interest, such as
labor law, health law, or criminal procedure,
or to expand your understanding of the 
nonlegal settings in which legal problems 
are presented through courses in economics,
sociology or psychology within the Law
School or through other departments of the
University. 

Current academic regulations permit 
students to count toward their J.D. degrees
up to nine credit hours of work taken in
approved non-law courses, typically at the
graduate level, which are relevant to your
legal education. Sometimes, this work may
be done at other universities. Interested 
students should see David Baum, Assistant
Dean for Student Affairs, to obtain approval 
for non-law courses.

Audits of degree progress are provided
by the Registrar following each grading
period. Questions concerning matters such
as reduced or excessive academic loads,
deadlines, disenrollment, examinations,
incomplete course work, dual degree pro-
grams, transfer credit, and petitions for
waiver of a particular regulation should be

directed to Dean Baum or Christine
Gregory, who also provide official interpre-
tations of the academic regulations and
degree requirements. 

Interdisciplinary Study
and Dual Degree
Programs

Several members of each Law School class
work toward one of our dual degrees or

structure a less formal concurrent program
with another school or department, usually
within the University. To receive informa-
tion and appropriate credit, students
enrolled in such programs must register
their names with the Office of the Registrar.
Dual program students are also encouraged
to meet with Christine Gregory, Director of
Student Affairs, to discuss their academic
program. Law students who are interested
in dual or concurrent degree programs
should contact the other department to
learn of its administrative procedures, as the
Law School and other departments make
separate and independent decisions concern-
ing admission and degree requirements.
Students must apply and be admitted to
each school separately. Law students may
gain admission to most of these programs
during their first year of legal study, although
a few require that an application be submitted
prior to matriculation in either school.
Information about each dual program can be
found at: www.law.umich.edu/
curriculum/jointdegree/otherpro.htm

Dual Degree materials describing all of
these dual programs also are available in
the information racks outside 313 Hutchins
Hall. In addition to these programs, 
concurrent degree programs can be arranged
on an individual basis by law students.
Some recent concurrent degree programs
include Law and Women’s Studies, History,
and Philosophy. The Law School administra-
tion is pleased to assist students with the
pursuit of concurrent degrees.

http://www.law.umich.edu
http://www.law.umich.edu/curriculum/jointdegree/otherpro.htm


Clinical Offerings

Excellent clinical law offerings are avail-
able at the Law School. In clinics, stu-

dents practice law under the supervision of
clinical faculty. Our litigation clinics repre-
sent clients in housing, child advocacy,
environmental, criminal, employment,
poverty and asylum and refugee cases. In
our transactional clinic, students help orga-
nizations in Detroit develop affordable
housing. Courses such as Trial Practice,
Negotiation, Mediation, and Alternative
Dispute Resolution offer practical skills
training in simulated practice settings. In
addition, other courses and seminars offer
students the opportunity to gain exposure
to drafting contracts, pleadings, briefs, and
other types of legal writing and alternative
methods of dispute resolution. More specific
information can be found in the course
description materials available at registra-
tion. Finally, externships overseen by clini-
cal faculty include Legal Services of South
Central Michigan and the Program in
Asylum and Refugee Law. Skills training
workshops and competitions also offer valu-
able experience to our students. For more
information visit the clinic page
www.law.umich.edu/centersandprograms/
clinical/index.htm

Externships

Students may wish to take advantage of
the opportunity to participate in an

externship program for credit toward their
law degrees. Externships provide the oppor-
tunity to gain legal experience with an
organization that has an excellent reputa-
tion in a particular substantive area.
Participating students also produce a signif-
icant independent research paper under the
supervision of a member of the Law School
faculty in a subject related to the substan-
tive field of the externship. The Law School
hopes that an externship experience will
give students the chance to combine acade-
mic and work experience in a field of special
interest to them and to gain exposure to

public interest opportunities which may be
more difficult to obtain as remunerative
employment. Students may design their
own programs and submit proposals for
approval. It is anticipated that most pro-
grams will be undertaken in connection
with government agencies or with nonprofit
organizations operated for public benefit. 

Externship program credit will not be
awarded for activities that substantially
resemble a summer job or post-graduation
employment, nor for programs with an
organization engaged in providing legal ser-
vices for a profit, nor for judicial clerkships.
In recent years, students have pursued
externships with such organizations as the
Office of the Legal Advisor of the U.S. State
Department, the National Labor Relations
Board, the U.S. Trade Representative, the
U.S. Attorney in Detroit, and the White
House Counsel. Because of the ABA’s site
visit requirement, externships are usually
limited to Washington, D.C., New York,
Chicago, and Michigan. Students interested
in pursuing externships should read the
guidelines available in 313 Hutchins Hall
and consult Christine Gregory for guidance
and more details about opportunities, pro-
cedures, and approval. Students may earn
twelve credit hours for a fall or winter term
externship and eight credit hours for a 
summer term externship. No compensation
may be received during the semester of
externship study. Financial aid during an
approved externship is available to students
who meet the regular eligibility requirements. 

Study Abroad
www.law.umich.edu/curriculum/
studyabroad/index.htm

University of Michigan law students may
apply to spend a semester taking law

courses at a foreign law school approved by
the University of Michigan Law School’s
Graduate Program and Foreign Affliations
Committee. This opportunity is offered
with the awareness that increasingly most legal
endeavors transcend national boundaries and
that an international and comparative per-

spective is an important part of professional
preparation for the 21st century. The goal of
the semester legal studies abroad is to 
permit students to engage in legal studies
in another country at an outstanding educa-
tional institution where the Michigan stu-
dent will be pursuing a foreign curriculum
in classes with predominately non-U.S. 
students. Michigan students will receive up
to twelve credits for their semester study
abroad. They are required to do a three
credit hour research paper in connection
with the semester under the supervision of a
University of Michigan Law School faculty 
member. Interested students should obtain
informational materials from the Center for
International and Comparative Law and
should contact Assistant Dean Virginia
Gordan with questions.

Independent Research

Students may wish to pursue independent
research in an area of particular interest

under the supervision of a faculty member.
Ordinarily, a single project is undertaken for
one to three credit hours. Students may take
up to a total of six credits of research during
their law school careers. Arrangements for a
larger single project or a greater total num-
ber of independent research credits may be
explored with one of the Assistant Deans of
Students. Occasionally, a group of students
will become involved in the same area of
research, which can give rise to an ad hoc
seminar.

  

http://www.law.umich.edu/centersandprograms/clinical/index.htm
http://www.law.umich.edu/curriculum/studyabroad/index.htm


   

Introduction to the
Administration and
Student services

The Law School is but one of the
University of Michigan’s nineteen
schools and colleges. When you begin

your career as a law student, you will also
become a member of the University 
community.

Academic and most administrative poli-
cies are made and administered by the fac-
ulty and administrative officers of the Law
School, usually with the advice of various
standing committees. These committees
oversee matters such as academic regula-
tions, curriculum, degree requirements, dis-
cipline, and financial aid. Student members,
appointed by the Law School Student
Senate (LSSS), serve with the faculty on
most committees. The LSSS also appoints
student observers who attend faculty meet-
ings. Major administrative, financial, and
University-wide policies are established by
the University’s administrative officers and
are administered centrally, as well as within
the Law School. 

The Law School and the University pro-
vide a variety of student services. Some,
such as academic advising and career ser-
vices, are provided within the Law School.
Others, such as recreational facilities and
health services, are provided by the
University. Still others, such as services for
students with disabilities and personal
counseling, are provided by the Law School,
the Lawyers Club Residence Hall, and the
University.

The following information is provided to
assist you in making the Law School and
University responsive to your needs.
Difficulties with the services provided by
the Law School or the University, sugges-
tions for additional services or for improve-
ment of existing services, and other issues of
importance or interest to students should be
brought to the attention of the individual
providers or to either of the Assistant Deans
of Students.

Academic and Personal
Support

Through the efforts of second- and third-
year students, the Law School provides

individual tutoring to all students. Students
may arrange any such assistance through
Christine Gregory, Director of Student
Affairs.

Tutoring is provided free of charge and is
tailored to the individual needs and inter-
ests of the students. Tutoring takes a variety
of forms; the highest priority is for students
experiencing difficulty with a particular
subject area or with exam taking. Tutors
work with groups of students or with 
individuals.

The Law School also provides programs
of informal peer support. The First-Year
Information Program offers small groups
within sections led by upperclass fellows to
discuss legal studies and life at the Law
School. The fellows are familiar with a wide
range of Law School and University activi-
ties and services. Meetings are held
throughout the course of each term. From
time to time, the fellows also arrange panel
discussions on topics of interest and orga-
nize coffee hours and other programs.

Campus Information

First Floor Michigan Union    764-INFO
Lobby Pierpont Commons
info@umich.edu
www.umich.edu/~info/

The Campus Information Centers serve as
the comprehensive information and

referral source for the University students,
faculty, staff, prospective students, alumni,
and visitors (and all their families) by pro-
viding accurate and timely information
about campus resources, services, and
events. In addition, CIC serves the
University community as the primary 
information and referral service by provid-
ing current information and assisting with
rumor-control during times of uncertainty,
change, crisis, or emergency. The Michigan
Union site is open almost every day of the
year, about nineteen hours a day.

Center for
International and
Comparative Law

Assistant Dean Virginia Gordon
300C Reading Room 764-5269
vgordan@umich.edu
www.law.umich.edu/centersandprograms/

cicl/center.htm

The Center for International and
Comparative Law encourages and facili-

tates international programming among all
segments of the Law School community. It
provides counseling to students on making
the most of the extensive international 
academic opportunities at the Law School as
well as advice on international internships,
fellowships, study abroad opportunities, and
planning for international careers. It offers
support to student organizations with pro-
grammatic efforts in the international arena.

Students interested in study abroad pro-
grams may obtain information from the
Center. Some students wish to pursue
semester or summer study at a foreign 
university for J.D. credit. See section on
Study Abroad in this handbook.

http://www.umich.edu/~info
http://www.law.umich.edu/centersandprograms/cicl/center.htm


The Center for International and
Comparative Law administers the Law
School’s Bates Overseas Fellowships which
enable students to pursue internships over-
seas following completion of their second
year in Law School or after graduation.
Additionally, the Office coordinates 
symposia and the visits of foreign visitors,
many of whom are resources for members 
of the student body.

The Center sponsors language lunches for
students who would like to converse in a
foreign language. Most recently there have
been lunches in Italian, Japanese, Spanish,
French, Hindi, Hebrew, German, and
Chinese. Please visit the Center to learn
more about the Program in Cambodia Law
and Development, the South Africa
Program, the European Union Center,
Japanese legal studies opportunities, and the
Program in Refugee and Asylum Law.

The Center for International and
Comparative Law provides services to partici-
pants in the Law School’s three advanced
degree programs (M.C.L, LL.M., and S.J.D.)
as well as its non-degree program for research

scholars (visiting law faculty from overseas).
More than 70 countries have been represented
in the Law School’s graduate program over the
years, and each year the program includes
lawyers, government officials, and law 
professors from over 20 countries.

The Center organizes programs and facili-
tates contact between international students
and U.S. students at the School. U.S. stu-
dents are encouraged to get to know the
graduate program participants. Lasting pro-
fessional bonds and international friendships
have been formed over the years, and partici-
pants in the graduate program frequently
serve as invaluable contacts for U.S. students
to obtain internship opportunities overseas.

J.D.s are encouraged to drop by to learn
about graduate program activities, participate
in international social programs, attend 
discussion groups on comparative topics, and
volunteer as orientation leaders, conversation
partners, and post-admission pen pals to the
international students and visitors. Additionally,
participants in the graduate program and
research scholars may seek assistance from the
Center for International and Comparative Law
about housing, visas, student accounts, and
personal concerns.

Child Care

The University has child care and family
support resources available for students

with families. The Work Life Resource
Center (WLRC) provides services including
a referral service, a lending library of infor-
mative materials, consultation services on
child care issues, parenting workshops, and
parenting support groups. WLRC also has
information on financial assistance programs
for child care. For more information, you
can call WLRC at 936-8677.

Child care expenses may also be worked
in to your Law School financial aid package.
For more details, contact the Law School
Financial Aid Office. Any other questions or
concerns related to child care and family
support should be addressed to Dean Baum.

Computing Resources

Rosa Peters, Director 
of Information Technology
303 Hutchins Hall 647-7353

Law School Student 
Computer Lab
S-330, Law Library
www.law.umich.edu/currentstudents/

informationtechnology

Laptop computers have become a very
important tool for most law students.

Students use them regularly to help organize
and complete academic work assignments,
write answers to essay questions on examina-
tions, and complete many of the computer-
automated administrative processes at the Law
School, including registering for classes and job
interviews.  If you are not already comfortable
using a computer generally and typing on a
keyboard specifically, we recommend that you
take steps to become so.

Students at the Law School can take
advantage of specialized computer support
services provided by the Law School, as well
as a wide variety of computer services pro-
vided by the University. The Law School has
computers available for student use in the
student computer lab, the Law Library com-
puter assisted legal research lab (CALR), the
student lounge, student organizations and
publications offices, the clinics, and in sev-
eral locations in and around the Library.

The Law School also has complete wireless
network coverage both in Legal Research
(the entire underground Law Library S-1, 
S-2, S-3, as well as the Reading Room) and
Hutchins Hall. More information about
wireless can be found at:
www.law.umich.edu/currentstudents/
informationtechnology/wireless.

The student computer lab is restricted to
law student use only. The lab is open weekdays
8:00 a.m. – 5:30 p.m. M-Card access is
required after 5:30 p.m. weekdays and all
weekend. This general-purpose computer lab is
staffed by lab consultants trained to assist stu-
dents with network connectivity problems,
including wireless and wireless printing.
Assistance is also available for general advice
concerning personal computer purchases and
maintenance of computer facilities. The lab has
networked printers as well as dedicated Lexis
and Westlaw printers. Extra networked print-
ers are stationed around the School for wireless
printing (Legal Research Snack Bar, Law
Library, and Reading Room).

Available software includes applications
for word-processing, e-mail, Internet, online
registration, on-campus interviewing, and
some course materials, as well as Lexis-Nexis
and Westlaw research. Free accounts to
Lexis and Westlaw (and associated software)
are given to all law students. These accounts
allow connection from computers in remote
locations for those students who have modems
and access to telephone or data lines.

In addition to the CALR lab, the Law
Library has legal research computers and con-
nected printers available for student use on S-1,
behind the Reference/Information Desk. It also
has public terminals to access its online cata-
log, LEXCALIBUR, the University Library’s
online catalog, MIRLYN, and the Business
Administration’s Kresge Library catalog. The
Law Library staff is knowledgeable about
online databases and Web sites, including
those related to legal studies and legal practice.

The University campus-wide computer
support services, such as electronic mail, are
under the auspices of the University’s
Information Technology Central Services
(ITCS), which has about 700 computers within
walking distance of the Law School as part of
its 15 staffed Campus Computing Sites spread
over the campus. The ITCS Accounts Office
(764-8000) provides computer accounts to all
registered students, allowing access to e-mail,

http://www.law.umich.edu/currentstudents/informationtechnology
http://www.law.umich.edu/currentstudents/informationtechnology/wireless/
http://www.law.umich.edu/currentstudents/informationtechnology/wireless/


  

high-quality printing, online conferencing, and
other information services.

ITCS provides classes, workshops, and
instructional material in the use of PC and
Macintosh computers in general, various
software packages, and all of ITCS’s special
services. They also provide software for
accessing campus services remotely. The
Help Service Line (764-HELP, or 4-HELP
on campus) is run by ITCS. The U-M
Computer Showcase (734-647-2537, or
Web site: showcase.itcs.umich.edu), located
on the ground level of the Michigan Union,
sells computer hardware and software at
educational prices. A complete summary of
ITCS’s services is available in the Law
School computer lab (200 Hutchins Hall) or
at ITCS’s Web site: www.itd.umich.edu

Counseling and Advising 
Law School

Student Affairs
David Baum 764-0516
Christine Gregory 615-0019

Lawyers Club 
Diane Nafranowicz, M.S.W. 764-1116

Campus
Counseling and Psychological Services 

weekdays 764-8312
Emergencies after hours 936-5900

Center for the Child & Family 764-9466
Lesbian Gay Bisexual and Transgender 

Affairs 763-4186
State Bar of Michigan Lawyers 

and Judges Assistance Program 
1-800-996-5522

Sexual Assault Prevention and 
Awareness Center 
weekdays 998-9368
24hr Crisis Line 936-3333

Psychiatric Emergency Services 996-4747

David Baum, Christine Gregory, and
Diane Nafranowicz provide counseling and
advice for the Law School community and
encourage students to share problems and con-
cerns, great or small, whether or not they seem
to relate to the Law School. Many Law School
difficulties stem from non-academic problems,
and sometimes the opposite is true. Students
may be referred to one of the several University
or community offices which provide confidential
counseling. Students may also directly initiate
contacts with such offices.

Counseling and Psychological Services
(CAPS) has a professional staff which
includes social workers, psychologists, 
psychiatrists, and religious psychological
counselors supplemented by student interns
and peer counselors. Individual counseling
is available to students for a wide range of
personal and interpersonal concerns as well
as for problem solving and referral to other
campus organizations. The agency also provides
a variety of group experiences, including
ongoing group counseling and workshops
on such topics as assertion training and
overcoming exam anxiety. 

The Law School maintains a special rela-
tionship with a team of counselors who 
possess a good knowledge of the Law School
experience and its special academic and pro-
fessional pressures. Hours are reserved for
students who may otherwise experience 
difficulty scheduling appointments. They
may be accessed through any of the Law
School staff listed above.

The Center for the Child and Family
offers a wide variety of psychological ser-
vices to children, adolescents, families, and
couples, including individual counseling for
children, parental guidance for parents of
troubled adolescents, family therapy, couples
therapy, and other group programs that
advance understanding of child development
and family relationships.

The Lesbian Gay Bisexual and
Transgender Affairs Office (LGBT Affairs)
offers educational programs and events,
weekly and monthly social events, a scholarly
works series, speakers’ bureau, crisis 
intervention, a resource library, and infor-
mation and referral services. LGBT Affairs
also offers support groups, a mentorship
program, leadership training, and develop-
ment. Through its staff, interns, and volun-
teers, LGBT Affairs participates in building
coalitions with other campus organizations
and with other LGBT organizations on 
campuses around the country.

State Bar of Michigan Lawyers and
Judges Assistance Program is a voluntary
confidential service for lawyers, judges, law
students, and family members whose lives
have been impaired by substance abuse. The
service and the phone call are free.

Sexual Assault Prevention Awareness
Center (SAPAC) provides free and confiden-
tial counseling to faculty, staff, and students

of the University of Michigan. SAPAC
focuses on advocacy and crisis intervention
for students in whatever situation that 
sexual assault, sexual harassment, stalking,
and domestic violence is reported: at the
hospital, at a police agency, at another 
campus office, in a residence hall, via crisis
line or walk-in. They refer students who
need ongoing support to work with a 
counselor at CAPS.

Psychiatric Emergency Services is a 
24-hour mental health crisis center and 
hotline at the University of Michigan
Hospital emergency room.

Housing

Lawyers Club 764-1116
551 South State Street 
Ann Arbor MI 48109-1208
fax: 763-6732
director: Diane Nafranowicz 

nafrano@umich.edu

University Housing Office 763-3164
Off-Campus and UM Family Housing
1011 Student Activities Bldg
fax: 764-6806
www.housing.umich.edu

It is wise to begin thinking about housing
in Ann Arbor as soon as you have decided

to enter the Law School.
Most students choose one of three

options: The Lawyers Club, which is the
Law School’s residence hall; off-campus
housing in the form of apartments, rooms in
houses, co-ops or shared whole-house
rentals; Family Housing, the University-
owned complexes for married couples, indi-
viduals with custody of an under-aged child,
and/or same-sexed domestic partners.

Family Housing.You may be attracted
to University-owned Family Housing,
which is located on North Campus, a free
20-minute bus ride from the Law School.
UM Family Housing offers one, two, or
three bedroom townhouses whose prices are
relatively economical. All UM Family
Housing rates include utilities (except long
distance telephone and cable tv). Family
Housing is allocated on a first-come, first-
served basis, but those with severely limited
finances may request preference. Interested
students may learn more about this option

http://showcase.itcs.umich.edu/
http://www.itd.umich.edu
http://www.housing.umich.edu


by visiting the University Housing Web
site www.housing.umich.edu. Students may
also wish to request the booklet entitled
“Family Housing.” The booklet and addi-
tional information are available on the Web
site or by calling UM Housing at the 
number listed above.

Off-Campus Housing. Approximately
one-half to two-thirds of all law students
live in apartments and houses.

The University Housing Office can be of
great assistance as you research various
options. It may also be helpful to you to
access the Ann Arbor News (online at
mlive.com/classifieds/) and the Michigan
Daily classifieds (michigandaily.com/vnews/
display.v/SEC/Classified).

Furnished and unfurnished apartments may
be found within walking distance of the Law
School and in complexes a few miles away. The
Off-Campus Housing Office and their Web
site, www.housing.umich.edu, offer real-time
updates on hundreds of landlords and their
units. Use the Off-Campus site to narrow your
search as you specify price range, number of
bedrooms, parking, pets, etc. This Web site
also provides a roommate matching service,
parking place rental offerings, sublets, a useful
map, and tips to consider before signing a
lease. All landlords participating in the
Housing Web site have agreed to meet mini-
mum standards including participation in
mediation for landlord tenant disputes.

Law students interested in looking for
housing or interested in subletting their
apartment while they are away for the 
summer or for extended periods can post 
an ad in the Law School Classifieds. The
Classifieds are most active in late spring,
when students search for subletters before
they leave for the summer. If you are 
seeking or offering housing, or wish to
receive calls from potential roommates,
posting an ad is a convenient method. 

The Admissions Office compiles a list of
available summer sublets every spring.
Current students may send an e-mail to
Admissions from February 15 until April 1
describing their sublet and Admissions will
make the information available to incoming
summer starters. Please note all sublet leases

must run until at least the day after summer
exams are over. Admitted students interested
in finding a roommate or shared housing
may also e-mail Admissions with information
about themselves and the accommodations
they are seeking. The Admissions Office will
compile the information and make it avail-
able to admitted students over the summer.

Lawyers Club

551 South State 764-1116
fax: 763-6732

Virtual Tour: 
www.housing.umich.edu/

residencehalls/lawyersclub/index.html

The services of the Lawyers Club, located
on the west side of the Law Quadrangle,

are available to all members of the Law
School community. The entire Lawyers Club
is a smoke-free environment.

Residents. About 260 J.D. and LL.M.
students live in the Lawyers Club, which is
located on the west side of the Law
Quadrangle. Room assignments are made on
a first-come, first-served basis with applica-
tions available through the Admissions
Office. About half of all newly entering stu-
dents reside in the Lawyers Club, enjoying
the easy access and camaraderie of on-cam-
pus life. All Club leases are for a furnished
room, which includes a mandatory 13 meal
per week board contract, and cover the full
academic year (approximately 8 months).
The Club is a safe and comfortable place to
live although this historic residence hall
does not include amenities such as parking,
air conditioning, elevators, or in-room bath
and shower facilities. Ninety percent of the
Lawyers Club spaces provide a private bed-
room in the form of single or double suite
rooms. Please see the Lawyers Club applica-
tion for further information and details on
lease dates, room and board rates, etc.

Non Residents & Residents. Many 
services of the Lawyers Club are available to
all members of the Law School community.
The Main Desk acts as a nexus of informa-
tion for residents and provides services such

as making change, selling stamps, and 
provision of a dry cleaning service. Any law
student may borrow a key to the Club in
exchange for a $10 deposit.

Guest Rooms. The Club rents seven
guest rooms with private baths for the 
convenience of students, faculty and guests.
Advance reservations are required and may
be made up to three months in advance.
Please contact the desk during weekday
business hours.

Dining. Complete lunches and dinners
may be purchased at the Club. Non-residents
may purchase individual meals or may open a
pre-paid debit system account called Entrée
Plus. Entrée Plus allows students to eat meals
as they wish and have the reduced fee deducted
from their established account. Entrée Plus is a
University-wide system and may also be used
for other purchases on or near campus. Please
see the Club’s Main Desk or UM Housing for
further details and specific meal prices.

Weekly menus and service times are posted
outside the Club’s dining hall. Meals are served
at lunch and dinner daily, except Saturday,
when there is no evening meal.

Take a Prof to Lunch Program: This
program is sponsored by the Law School
Student Senate (LSSS) and allows students to
invite a guest faculty member to join them
for lunch in the Club’s dining room while
LSSS pays for the prof’s meal. Arrangements
for this program should be made in advance
at the Club’s main desk.

Brown Bag Passes: Club residents may
sponsor a non-resident who brings their
lunch from home and wishes to be their
guest in the dining room. The main desk
will issue a guest pass to the sponsor, which
allows the guest to bring their bag lunch
into the dining hall and receive a compli-
mentary beverage. Brown Bag passes are
available Monday through Friday during
lunch only. First year students who do not
yet have a sponsor may see the Director,
Diane Nafranowicz.

http://www.housing.umich.edu
http://www.mlive.com/classifieds/
http://www.michigandaily.com/vnews/display.v/SEC/Classified
http://www.michigandaily.com/vnews/display.v/SEC/Classified
http://www.housing.umich.edu
http://www.housing.umich.edu/residencehalls/lawyersclub/index.html


Programming. Student groups may
inquire about reserving public spaces in the
Club for meetings, receptions, etc. All such
events must be approved by the Club’s
Director and meet restrictions for room
capacity, catering, security arrangements,
etc. Please see the Director a minimum of
two weeks in advance.

Lectures and Programs

The generous support of alumni and
friends of the Law School has provided

many opportunities for enrichment of our
formal coursework and academic programs.
Each year many students attend or partici-
pate in programs such as the following:

Clara Belfield and Henry Bates Law
Student Overseas Travel Fellowship

www.law.umich.edu/CentersAndPrograms/
cicl/BatesTravelFellowships.htm

William W. Cook Lectures on American
Institutions

Among his several benefactions to the
University, Mr. Cook provided funds to
endow the William W. Cook Lectures on
American Institutions, a lectureship devoted
to the examination of the basic concepts of
American life. Recent Cook Lectures have
included:

1992-93: “The American Art Museum:
Three Perspectives,” by Stephen E. Weil
(Deputy Director, Hirshorn Museum and
Sculpture Garden); Annamaria Petrioli
Tofani (Director, Galleria degli Uffizi); and
Marcia Tucker (Founder and Director, The
New Museum of Contemporary Art).

1993-94: “Politics and the Media,” by
Kathleen Hall Jamieson (Professor of
Communication and Dean, The Annenberg
School for Communication, University of
Pennsylvania); Roger Wilkins (Clarence J.
Robinson Professor of History and American
Culture, George Mason University); and Todd
Gitlin (Professor of Sociology and Director,
Mass Communications Program, University of
California, Berkeley).

1994-95: “U.S. Foreign Policy and the
Global Economy,” by Jeffrey D. Sachs,
Galen L. Stone Professor of International
Trade, Harvard University.

1997-98: “Who Owns History,” by
Joseph L. Sax, James H. House & Hiram 
H. Hurd Professor of Law, University of
California, Berkely.

1998-99: “The Non-Conflict of Science and
Religion” by Stephen J. Gould, Professor of
Geology, Harvard University

2000-01: “The Role of Government in
the Emerging High Tech Global Economy,”
by Joel Klein, former Assistant Attorney
General, U.S. Department of Justice.

2002-2003: “Modern Nehemiahs Confront
the Drug War: Seeking a New Path to Peace,”
by Kurt Schmoke, former mayor of Baltimore,
Maryland

Thomas M. Cooley Lectureship

The William W. Cook Endowment Fund
has also established a special lectureship
devoted to the presentation of scholarly 
discussions of timely professional topics.
Some recent Cooley Lectures include:

1992-93: “Taming the Past: Histories of
Liberal Society in American Legal
Argument,” by Professor Robert W.
Gordon, Stanford Law School.

1993-94: “The Habits of Legality:
Criminal Justice and the Rule of Law,” by
Francis A. Allen, Huber C. Hurst Eminent
Scholar and Professor of Law, University of
Florida, and Edson R. Sunderland Professor
of Law Emeritus, University of Michigan.

1994-95: “The Authority of Tradition in
American Constitutional Law,” by Michael
W. McConnell, William B. Graham
Professor of Law, University of Chicago. 

1997-98: “Strategy or Principle?
Constitutional and Prudential
Considerations in the Choice Between
Regulation and Taxation,” by Mark G.
Kelman, William Nelson Cromwell
Professor of Law, Stanford Law School.

2002-2003: “A History of the Idea of
Reparations for African Americans,” by
Randall Kennedy, author and Professor of
Law, Harvard University

Bishop Lectures

1989: “Constitutional Developments in
the European Community and the Impact
of the Single European Market after 1992,”
by Francis G. Jacobs, Advocate General of the
Court of Justice of the European Community,
Luxembourg.

1992: “The Impact of the International
Court of Justice on the Development of
International Law,” by Manfred Lachs, Judge
on the  International Court of Justice, The
Hague.

1993: “The Worldwide Legal Profession”
John Toulmin, Q.C., High Court of Justice,
The Technology and Construction Court,
London.

1998: “The New South African
Constitution: The Importance of
Comparative Law” and “International War
Crimes Prosecutions: Retrospect &
Prospect” by Richard J. Goldstone,
Constitutional Court of South Africa.

2003: “United States-China Relations:
Two Years After 9/11” by The Honorable
Clark T. Randt Jr., U.S. Ambassador to
China.

2004: “Advancing Economic, Social and
Cultural Rights: A Timely Debate” by
Mary Robinson, former President of Ireland
and former UN High Commissioner for
Human Rights.

Helen L. DeRoy Fellowship

One or more DeRoy Fellowships are
awarded each year for the purpose of bring-
ing to the Law School distinguished lawyers
and public figures whose participation in
classes and in varied informal gatherings will
enhance students’ educational experience. 

Recent DeRoy fellows include: Francis
G. Jacobs, Advocate General, Court of
Justice of the European Communities
(Winter 2002); Clifford Geertz, Professor of
Social Science, Institute for Advanced Study
(Winter 2003); Justice Antonin Scalia,
Supreme Court of the United States 
(Fall 2004); and Judge Koen Lenaerts,
Court of Justice of the European
Communities (Winter 2005).

http://www.law.umich.edu/CentersAndPrograms/cicl/BatesTravelFellowships.htm


Legal Advice/Assistance

Student Legal Services 
2304 Michigan Union 763-9920

Student Legal Services assists students
with various legal problems. The staff

includes attorneys who advise on legal
rights and will represent students in court
if necessary. Representation is routinely 
provided for indebtedness, landlord/tenant
issues, housing, divorce, criminal defense
misdemeanors/felonies, and driver’s license
restoration. Representation cannot be 
provided against another student or the
University. Call to make an appointment.

Libraries and Study
Facilities

Director 764-9322
Reference and Information 764-9324
Circulation and Reserves 763-3767

Hours: 8:00 a.m. - Midnight, Fall, 
Winter and Summer
8:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m., Intersession
www.law.umich.edu/library

The Law Library contains one of the
world’s finest legal research collections,

but other features may be more important
during your first year. The Library provides
quiet study space, course reserves, copy
machines, books and computers you need to
do Legal Practice Program assignments,
wireless ethernet, an online catalog and
other electronic resources, and staff to help
you.

A self-conducted library tour, available
on CD-ROM from the Main Desk Service
Center on Sub-2, explains the layout of the
Library and the basics of legal research.

Quiet study space in the underground
Smith Library addition is assured by a 
policy that limits access to those who need
to use the collection. Seats in the Reading
Room are open to anyone; however, 
immediately before exams one end of the
room is reserved for law students only.

Study carrels, to which you may charge
library books, are available.

Copy machines on all three levels use
coins or vended cards.

Course reserves and other heavily used
materials are in the Main Desk Service
Center on Sub-2. A handout there describes
how to use reserve materials.

The Reference/Information Desk is
staffed by professional librarians with law
degrees and by law students from 9:00 a.m.
to midnight, seven days a week.

The book collection in the Smith Library
addition meets most first-year needs. To
ensure a high rate of availability, books do
not circulate out of the building, and
library staff retrieve for other patrons books
charged to offices and carrels. 

The Library’s special strengths include:
• Web accessible catalog and 
hundreds of electronic resources at 
www.law.umich.edu/library.
• All published reports of U.S. federal 
and state courts and of foreign countries; 
similarly comprehensive collections of 
constitutions and statutory law;
• Most scholarly works about law 
published in English, and a selective 
collection of such works in foreign 
languages;
• All journals published by U.S. law 
schools, all those indexed in the Index to 
Foreign Legal Periodicals, and a large
collection of commercial and practitioner 
journals;
• Depository collections from the U.S. 
government and the European Union,
and a complete microfiche collection of
U.N. documents;
• One of the nation’s most complete 
collections of Congressional bills and 
hearings;
• A collection of Native American 
materials, a special collection of materi-
als produced by state constitutional 
conventions, and a 5,000 volume rare 
book room.
Handouts available on the Web and at

the Reference/ Information Desk describe
library materials and their use; there are
dozens of these. Handouts at the Main Desk
Service Center and on the Web explain the
Library’s circulation policies and procedures.

Library Director Margaret Leary, M.L.S.,
J.D., and a staff of five lawyer-librarians, 7
regular librarians, 34 support staff, and 
40-50 student workers welcome the chance
to help you learn how to use the collection.

Other Libraries and Study Areas

Some students find that studying at
other libraries provides a pleasant change of
pace from the Law Quadrangle. Favorite
places to read or study are listed below. 

The Harlan Hatcher Graduate Library

(764-0400) is the largest in the University’s
library system. It houses the public catalog
which includes publications available in
most of the campus libraries. Law students
appreciate its proximity, quiet, abundance
of study carrels, and reading room updated
with good indirect overhead lighting.

The Shapiro Undergraduate Library

(764-7490) provides a lobby, has a coffee
lounge, and is occasionally quiet on the
upper floors. You may also relax to music
with headphones in its music room.

The Clements Library (764-2347) 
is conveniently located on South University
next to the President’s house. It is one of
the older, more luxurious University 
buildings with posh seating and an Early
American theme. 

The Michigan League (764-0446) 
offers a peaceful study lounge, hotel room
accommodations, cafeteria, snack bar, and
gift shop.

Hutchins Hall rooms may be reserved
for study groups by contacting the recep-
tionist in the Reading Room of the Legal
Research Building.

The Lawyers Club Lounge is used pri-
marily for quiet study. However, scheduled
events are held in the lounge throughout the
year which temporarily interrupt use of the
room for study. The Lawyers Club main desk
schedules these events. It can also schedule
study groups in the Faculty Dining Room
during exams.

http://www.law.umich.edu/library
http://www.law.umich.edu/library


Office of Career
Services

210 Hutchins Hall 764-0546
fax: 764-5228
Hours: weekdays 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
lawcareers@umich.edu
www.law.umich.edu/currentstudents/

careerservices

The Office of Career Services (OCS) assists
students and alumni in developing their

career skills and in searching for satisfying 
professional employment. OCS provides
individual counseling, career workshops, and
an excellent library and resource center.
Students have access to a free telephone, fax,
and copier for career purposes. The Office of
Career Services maintains an active career
resource for students, alumni, and legal
employers available on the Web.

Michigan law students and alumni enjoy
career opportunities throughout the United
States and the world. Resources are avail-
able for students to explore summer and
permanent employment opportunities in
law firms, accounting firms, investment
banks, corporations, government agencies,
and public interest organizations. The
Office of Career Services coordinates efforts
with the Office of Public Service to assist
students interested in public interest and
government. The staff also works closely
with student organizations to provide career
programming tailored to their members’
interests and needs.

The Office of Career Services coordinates
the Early Interview Week and Fall On-Campus
Interview Program that attract hundreds of
legal employers to Ann Arbor to interview
second- and third-year J.D. students as well
as LL.M. candidates. Additionally, the OCS
coordinates a smaller Winter On-Campus
Interview Program that focuses on first-year
students. Michigan students are eligible to
participate in specialized job fairs held
throughout the year, and OCS publicizes
thousands of permanent and summer
employment opportunities offered to
Michigan law students and alumni.

Many Michigan law students apply for a
judicial clerkship to begin upon graduation.
OCS sponsors a series of programs on 
judicial clerkship opportunities and 
facilitates the application process in concert
with the faculty clerkship adviser.

OCS counselors work closely with 
students to provide individualized assis-
tance. In addition, career programming for
first-year students focuses on job search
skills and strategies, self-assessment tools,
and information on the myriad practice
areas and practice settings available to stu-
dents. However, pursuant to the National 
Association for Law Placement’s Principles
and Standards, the Office of Career Services
does not make “placement services” 
available to first-year students prior to
November 1, and prospective employers
and students should not initiate contact
with one another before December 1. 

Transfer students are introduced to the
Office of Career Services staff and resources
with a special program offered in August.
Dual degree candidates are encouraged to
utilize the varied resources of the OCS
throughout their studies, even during terms
when they are pursuing classes in another
discipline. Specialized career programming
and counseling are available for international
LL.M. candidates. Staff members of the
OCS and the Office of Graduate Studies and
International Programs work in tandem to
provide services for foreign graduate 
students as well as J.D. students interested
in careers in international law. 

Students are encouraged throughout
their Law School years to attend the career
programs, to make use of the excellent 
individualized counseling services available
and to utilize the library and related office
resources. Students are always welcome.

Office of Public Service 

Assistant Dean’s Office 647-3256
217 Hutchins Hall  
ops@umich.edu
www.law.umich.edu/currentstudents/

publicservice

The Office of Public Service is dedicated
to helping students and graduates inte-

grate public service with their professional
development.

Through career advising, up-to-date job
information available on Public Service
Jobnet, and their vast knowledge in the
public service arena, they assist students in
finding public interest and government jobs
worldwide. In addition, the Law School has
one of the best Loan Forgiveness Programs
in the nation.

The OPS Inspiring Paths Speaker Series
introduces law students to outstanding
lawyers each semester and the Web site has
up-to-date information on the latest trends
in public service law.

The Law School offers several fellowships
for public service students, including the
Perry Watkins Fellowship, the Fiske
Fellowship and the Dean’s Public Service
Fellowship.  Additionally, the office pro-
vides assistance to those applying for public
interest fellowships outside the Law School.
More than 12 Skadden, six NAPIL, and two
Echoing Green Fellowships have been
awarded to Michigan law students.

Starting with the second semester of law
school, OPS can assist students with applying
their developing legal skills to real world
issues. The office maintains a database of 
hundreds of public interest and government
agencies with part-time internships for 
students, who then work under the supervision
of lawyers. Although pro bono offerings may
vary depending on changing legal needs, OPS
regularly has placements in the areas of civil
rights, criminal law, poverty law, environmental
protection, and community economic develop-
ment, to name only a few.

http://www.law.umich.edu/currentstudents/careerservices
http://www.law.umich.edu/currentstudents/publicservice


Office of the Registrar

Law School Registrar 763-6499
300 Hutchins Hall
lawrecords@umich.edu
www.law.umich.edu/currentstudents/

registration/index.htm
University Registrar 764-6280

First Floor, LSA Building  

The functions of the Office of the
Registrar are divided between the

University’s Registrar and the Law School
Registrar. 

The Law School Registrar’s Office conducts
registration for courses, prepares transcripts,
maintains student records, and processes
diploma applications, certifications of atten-
dance, prior loan deferments, and other
requests as outlined below. Law School 
transcript errors may also be corrected in the
Law School Office of the Registrar. However, 
disputes or inquiries regarding the contents of
a transcript or academic file should be
brought to the attention of Dean Baum. 

The Office of Veteran’s Benefits is a sub-
unit of the Office of the University Registrar.
In addition, the University Registrar’s Office
handles identification card corrections or
replacements and inquiries about fees and
residency status (in-state or out-of-state 
status for tuition purposes), though most
forms for such matters are also available at
the Law School Office of the Registrar. 

Entering first-year (1L) students have a
predetermined curriculum. Therefore they
have no direct involvement in the registra-
tion process. They are assigned to a section
designed to produce a representative mix of
the first-year cohort. Transfer students,
entering as 2Ls, register online during their
orientation. Thereafter, you will have to
consult The Docket (the Law School’s weekly
newsletter) or the Law School Web site for
publication of the calendar and registration
procedures and deadlines. Assistance with
and detailed information about procedures,
along with course, seminar, and clinic
descriptions, are available from the Web
site each term.

The Law School conducts registration
and reserves spaces for you in your Law
School classes. You become registered with
the University when your schedule is
processed by the Law School Office of the
Registrar through the University’s registra-
tion system. University registration is 
necessary for eligibility to take exams,
receive grades, defer loans, receive financial
aid, use University resources such as the
recreation buildings or libraries, and so
forth. If you have unpaid charges from any
University account resulting from things
such as tuition, room and board, telephone
charges, or previous loans, the University
will place a “negative service indicator” in
the form of a financial hold that will 
prevent you from registering successfully. 
This will mean that you will lose the spaces

you reserved in Law School classes during
Law School registration. You also will not
be able to elect non-law classes. If you are
not successfully registered with the
University by the first day of classes in 
the term, you will be charged a $50 late
registration fee which will increase by an
additional $25 at the beginning of each
month you remain unregistered.

When students apply for admission to
the bar of a state, they may need to provide
certifications of attendance, graduation, and
character and fitness to practice law. Most
certifications may be made by the Law
School Office of the Registrar. Students are
responsible for contacting the State Bar for
information about admission requirements
and deadlines and for obtaining from the
State Bar the required certification forms.
Phone numbers and addresses for the 
various Boards of Bar Examiners are 
available in the Office of Career Services
and the Law School Office of the Registrar. 

Disenrollments, withdrawals, and leaves
of absence are processed by the Registrar’s
Office, following the approval of one of the
Assistant Deans of Students. Students who
withdraw after the term has begun must
pay some or all of their tuition, depending
on the date of withdrawal. Students should
consult the fee adjustment schedule 
available in the Law School Office of the
Registrar.

http://www.law.umich.edu/currentstudents/registration/index.htm


Some specific Law School Office of the Registrar
policies and procedures.

Change of Address

Students are responsible for updating
their local addresses. At the beginning of

each school year and whenever appropriate
thereafter, please update your address infor-
mation online through Wolverine Access.
The Law School Student Senate and
Computing Department will rely on these
addresses for compilation of directories, and
the Law School Registrar’s Office will need
this information so that the Administration 
can mail you official communications (con-
cerning, for example, financial aid disburse-
ments). If you are not sure of the address
the University has recorded for you, you can
check it on Wolverine Access.

Students who wish to restrict the release
of their address must notify the University
Registrar (in the LSA Building) at the start
of each term in which they wish it to be
restricted. That office will notify other 
campus offices.

Bar Certification

Graduating 3Ls who plan on taking the
bar exam shortly after graduation need

to inform the Law School Registrar’s Office
as soon as they know which state’s exam
they intend to take. This form can be found
by first going to the Registration page of 
the Law School’s Web site at
www.law.umich.edu/currentstudents/
registration/index.htm. Click on the link at
the top of the column on the left side of the
page. This form requires an address for 
getting in touch with you between gradua-
tion and the bar exam and asks you to list
your schedule of classes for your final term
and for any incomplete coursework. This
information is compared to your computer
record for accuracy when an evaluation is
done for graduation requirements.

The Office of the Registrar certifies all
graduating seniors to the state bars. You
must obtain bar certification forms from
your State Board of Bar Examiners and then
turn them in to the Office of the Registrar
to enable the Law School to provide the

required certification. Make sure when you
turn in these forms that your name is on
them. Certification usually takes place a few
weeks after the semester ends. Students who
turn in bar certification forms less than
three weeks before the deadline for certifica-
tion of graduation to that state may be 
subject to a late charge of $50. Deadlines
for certification are posted in the Office of
the Registrar.

Some state bars require that students 
register with them during their first year of
law school, charging late fees to students
who register later. It is a good idea to call
the bar examining agency of the state(s) in
which you plan to take the bar as soon as
possible to learn about their deadlines and
requirements. The bar application process 
is very lengthy. A list of the telephone num-
bers of the bar examining agency for each
state is posted at the Office of the Registrar
and available in Career Services.

Diploma Application

Students anticipating graduation within
the next academic year should fill out a

Diploma Application and turn it in to the
Office of the Registrar at the beginning of
their third year. 

Drop/Add

Drop/add can be done by logging on to
Wolverine Access. The drop/add period

runs through the first two weeks of the
semester. After the second week, you must
get permission from either of the Assistant
Deans of Students to drop a course. The
drop deadlines for seminars, clinics, and
practical courses may be as early as the first
classmeeting.

Authorization to Take a Course Outside
of the Law School

S econd- and third-year students may,
with the prior approval of either of the

Assistant Deans, take some courses outside
the Law School and apply the credits earned
in those courses toward their J.D. degrees.
Students who wish to get such approval 

must go to the Registrar’s Office Web site
(www.law.umich.edu/currentstudents/
registration/index.htm) and select “External
Enrollment.” There are two forms from
which to choose: one for classes taken at the
University of Michigan and another for
classes taken at a school other than the
University of Michigan. After you complete
and submit the form, you will receive e-mail
notification once the form has been reviewed
and your request has been either approved or
rejected. Please read these messages entirely
and carefully. An “approval” message will
include important instructions which you
must follow, and, sometimes, a “rejection”
message will indicate that your request
could ultimately be approved if you provide
additional details. Please refer to the Law
School Academic Regulations, Part Four,
Section I for further information.

Emergency Contact Information

Emergency Contact Information Forms are
contained in the orientation packet and

should be filled out and turned in to the
Office of the Registrar as soon as possible.
These forms are also available in the Office
of the Registrar. This information is
extremely important to have on file so your
family or others can be contacted if an
emergency should arise.

Limited Grade Option

This option is usually referred to as
pass/fail, even though grades of P, C-,

D+, D or E may be assigned. Students may
exercise this option (or revoke it) until the
exam is generally available, unless otherwise
indicated by the professor. You may opt for
the limited grade option by logging on to
the Law School Registrar’s Office 
Web page www.law.umich.edu/
currentstudents/registration/index.htm and
clicking on the link at the top of the column
on the left. For more detailed information
regarding the Limited Grade Option, refer to
the above-mentioned Web page.

 

http://www.law.umich.edu/currentstudents/registration/index.htm
http://www.law.umich.edu/currentstudents/registration/index.htm
http://www.law.umich.edu/currentstudents/registration/index.htm


Loan Deferment Forms

When you receive a deferment form for
your undergraduate loan, fill out the

portion of the form designated for the stu-
dent. Make sure when designating dates for
deferment that you do not ask for defer-
ment beyond the end of the current term.
The Office of the Registrar can only verify
enrollment for the current term but can 
verify as often as needed. After the student
portion of the form is filled in and
addressed, return the form to the Office of
the Registrar. Turnaround time for defer-
ment forms is two to three business days. 

Name Change

Students who change their names should
show documentation of the change to

the University Registrar’s Office (413 
E. Huron). That office will forward a name
change form to the Law School Office of the
Registrar.

Requests for Letters or Completion of
Miscellaneous Forms

If you need a certification letter or form
sent to a business or other institution, you

can request that it be sent by filling out a
letter request form. These forms can be
found in the black tiered tray on the
counter in the Office of the Registrar.
Specify what you need the letter to say and,
if it is within staff authority, they will write
and send the letter. Turn around time for
letters is two to three business days. 

Transcripts

Unofficial transcripts may be viewed
online and printed, and official tran-

scripts may be ordered online using
Wolverine Access. The Law School
Registrar’s Office may be able to help you
obtain an official transcript in a very short
time frame in case of an emergency.

Wolverine Access

Wolverine Access is an electronic 
information system which allows 

students to view and update information
about themselves on the University’s
administrative computer. Students can get
to Wolverine Access on the Web at 
wolverineaccess.umich.edu. See the previous
paragraphs for descriptions of services avail-
able through Wolverine Access.

Dental Services

1011 N. University 763-6933
www.dent.umich.edu/patients

The School of Dentistry at the University
of Michigan offers a wide variety of 

services to the public as part of its educa-
tional commitment to good oral health and
quality dental care in the community and
state. The School of Dentistry also offers
services at reasonable costs. Clinic hours are
Monday-Friday, 9:00 a.m.-noon and 
1:00-5:00 p.m. Emergency Room hours are
from 8:00 a.m.-noon and 1:00-4:00 p.m.
General appointments can be made by 
calling 763-6933. Patients in pain or 
distress can receive treatment from Patient
Admitting and Emergency Services. This
clinic operates on a walk-in basis and treats
the most serious needs first. The clinic is
located on the first floor of the dental
building, room 1334. Most dental care is
performed by student dentists, carefully
supervised by faculty members.

The Dental Faculty Associates is a 
private practice setting within the School of
Dentistry where patients are treated 
exclusively by faculty dentists. The Dental
Faculty Associates offer a full range of 
dental services. For appointments and 
information, call 764-3155. 

Services for Students
with Disabilities 

G664 Haven Hall 763-3000
www.umich.edu/~sswd/

Services for Students with Disabilities
provides assistance with academic, eco-

nomic, social, and recreational activities to
students who have documented disabilities.
The University of Michigan complies with
federal and state laws regarding persons
with disabilities. It is the policy, practice,
and desire of the Law School to provide
equitable educational opportunities for 
students with documented disabilities in all
programs and activities, including extern-
ships. Dean Baum serves as the contact for
students within the Law School.

Students with disabilities who may
require academic accommodations are
encouraged to contact Dean Baum, as well
as staff at Services for Students with Dis-
abilities. Dean Baum will assist in arrang-
ing schedules, contacting professors, and
facilitating accommodations, if appropriate. 

Circumstances which have been accom-
modated in the past include, but are not
limited to, vision impairment, mobility
restriction, and learning disabilities.
Specific accommodations for individuals
must be authorized by the Law School
Academic Standards Committee following
consultation with Dean Baum and Services
for Students with Disabilities. Information
submitted to the Committee will be shared
only on a need-to-know basis. Students
should contact Dean Baum as early as 
possible during the admissions season to
have ample opportunity for input and to
reflect upon approved accommodations
before beginning their legal studies. 

Specific services available through
Services for Students with Disabilities
include counseling, assistance with class-
room accommodations, volunteer readers
and notetakers, sign language and oral
interpreters, accessible transportation, ori-
entation and registration assistance, special
scholarships, tape recorders and talking cal-
culators, and aids for reading and studying,

https://wolverineaccess.umich.edu/
http://www.dent.umich.edu/patients
http://www.umich.edu/~sswd


such as braille and large print materials,
adaptive computer technology, and
telecommunication devices for deaf stu-
dents. Staff in Services for Students with
Disabilities also serve as intermediaries and
advocates for students with disabilities.

University Health
Services and Insurance

University Health Service
207 Fletcher

UHS General Information 764-8320
Nurse Clinic 763-4511
Appt. Scheduling Office 764-8325

www.uhs.umich.edu

The UHS building hours are
Monday-Thursday 8:00 a.m.-5:30 p.m.
Friday 8:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
Saturday 9:00 a.m.-Noon

University Health Service at the
University of Michigan, located on 

central campus, offers comprehensive 
outpatient medical services. In addition 
to primary medical care, UHS offers a wide
variety of specialty clinics, health support
services and health education materials. 

Currently enrolled University of
Michigan students, UM alumni, faculty,
staff and spouses, domestic partners and
dependents (10 years and older) are eligible
for services at UHS.

Most currently enrolled UM students
pay a health service fee as part of tuition.
This fee covers many services at UHS.
Therefore, currently enrolled UM students
will have few out-of-pocket expenses for
UHS services. Also, students covered under
managed care (HMO) insurance programs
are able to receive services at UHS without
a referral from their primary care physician. 

Examples of services that are not covered
are: medications (both prescription and
non-prescription), routine optometric care
and immunizations. Also, costs for medical
care received at a facility other than UHS
are not covered by the health service fee and
are the patient’s responsibility. The health 
service fee covers services at UHS for
approximately one week before and two

weeks after the term, which are called grace
periods. Grace periods vary by school, so
please contact UHS Managed Care and
Student Insurance at (734) 764-5182 or
toll-free (866) 368-0002 for specific dates
for your school.

For information about who can use UHS,
call the UHS Managed Care/Student
Insurance Office at (734) 764-5182 or 
toll-free (866) 368-0002.

For information about fees, payment
options and insurance billing, call the UHS
Business Office at (734) 764-7380.

Insurance. Private health insurance is
strongly encouraged for all students to
cover the cost of services not provided at
UHS (for example, ambulance, emergency
room visits, dental care, or hospitalization).
International students and their families are
required by the University to have private
health insurance.

Students with no health insurance 
coverage, or those in need of supplemental
insurance, can purchase the health insurance
plan endorsed by the Michigan Student
Assembly. Information about this plan is
provided to all students at the beginning of
their first semester. 

For information about insurance benefits,
call the UHS Managed Care/Student
Insurance Office at (734) 764-5182 or 
toll-free at (866) 368-0002. They can assist
with processing claims, obtaining benefits,
billing and processing services, and expla-
nation of insurance benefits. Additionally,
the Law School’s Office of Student Services
can provide some assistance with health
insurance questions.

http://www.uhs.umich.edu


Cashier’s Office

777 North University, 2nd Floor
Comerica Bank Building
Hours: weekdays 8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.

Although the Student Financial
Operations Office keeps track of your
account, it does not handle money.

Payments can be made three different ways:
• You may pay by cash or check only 

(no credit cards accepted) at the Cashier’s
Office. They handle payments on tuition,
room and board, university loan payments,
housing, student fees, hold credits, and
deposits. They also disburse monies for 
student loans, handle telecommunications
disbursements, scholarships, special deposits
and refunds. When receiving any money
from this office it is required that you have
with you your signed and valid 
student I.D. card and one other piece of
signed identification.

• You may mail your check to:
Department 77272
Student Financial Operations
University of Michigan
P.O. Box 77000
Detroit, MI   48277-0272

• You may make a payment online from
your bank account over the Internet. Students
may access the Epay site by logging onto
Wolverine Access and following the directions.

Financial Aid Office

310 Hutchins Hall 764-5289
Hours: weekdays 
8:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m., 1:00-5:00 p.m.
lawfinaid@umich.edu
www.law.umich.edu/prospectivestudents/

admissions/financial.htm

The Law School has its own Financial Aid
Office which administers internal finan-

cial aid funds such as Law School grants and
Law School loans; federal funds such as
William D. Ford Federal Direct Loans 
(subsidized and unsubsidized), and College
Work Study employment; and external
loans such as LAL and CitiAssist loans.

Generally, applications for aid directly
administered by the Law School must be
submitted by April 15 preceding the acade-
mic year for which aid is desired. Aid recip-
ients must enroll as full-time students. Full
time is defined by the Law School as a mini-
mum of ten credit hours for fall or winter
term, or seven credit hours for the summer
term. Exceptions to this must be approved
by the Financial Aid Committee. 

To apply for Law School grant aid, 
students and parents must complete the
Need Access and provide copies of student
and parental federal income tax returns.
Students who have been declared as a
dependent on their parents’ tax returns in
any of the last five years prior to matricula-
tion who apply for Law School grant aid
must provide parental information regard-
less of the student’s age or marital status.
Students who wish to describe compelling
and unusual reasons which may merit their
treatment as independent of their parents
for financial aid purposes are encouraged to
contact the Assistant Dean for Financial
Aid.

To apply for federal loan aid (subsidized
and unsubsidized), a student must complete
the FAFSA (Free Application Form for
Federal Student Aid) and designate the
University of Michigan Law School, Title
IV Code #E00506, as the recipient, as well
as provide to the Financial Aid Office a
copy of his/her federal income tax return.
Since Michigan is participating in the
Direct Lending Program, once the office has

received the report from the FAFSA 
(called the SAR) and the tax return, the
office will mail an award notice to the 
student with a form requesting how much
federal aid the student wishes to borrow.
Upon receipt of that acceptance/declination
form, the office will e-mail a promissory
note for the student’s eligibility for federal
loans directly to the student. Once the
signed promissory note is received in the
Financial Aid Office, funds will be applied
directly to the student’s account within ten
days but not prior to the first day of classes
for each semester. Loan funds which are in
excess of the required tuition and fees
assessed to all students will be mailed to the
student’s local address, if the University
(through Wolverine Access) has been 
notified of the address, or directly deposited
in the student’s bank account, if a direct
deposit form has been completed.

There are a number of external loans
available for students. Several of these are
the LAL Loan through the Access Group,
and the CitiAssist Loan through Citibank.
These loans require the student to have a
good credit history as one of the eligibility
requirements.

Bar loans are available for graduating stu-
dents who have good credit histories from a
variety of lenders. This loan may be borrowed
to pay for the bar, bar review course and
“start up” costs. Applications are available
in the Law School Financial Aid Office.

Private lenders electronically transfer
funds (EFT) to the School for disbursement 

http://www.law.umich.edu/prospectivestudents/admissions/financial.htm


to the student. An e-mail is sent to the 
student when the funds have been dis-
bursed to the student’s account. If a student
owes money to the University for a prior
term or academic year, financial aid funds
will not be disbursed until the past due
balance has been paid.

Law School financial aid payments are
usually made available the first day of the
term for which they have been awarded.
Grants and federal and private loans will be
applied directly to tuition. Excess funds
will be disbursed to the student either by
direct deposit or through U.S. Mail to the
student’s local address.

Advances (typically not to exceed $500)
are available to students who are waiting to
receive loan checks after the term has
begun.  Small emergency  loans are also
available on a limited basis. These loans are
given for a short duration to  help with
unforeseen emergencies. To be considered
for an emergency loan, students must make
an appointment to see the Assistant Dean
for Financial Aid. In special cases, loans are
given to Law School financial aid recipients
to cover bar registration fees and bar review
courses.

The Financial Aid Office also adminis-
ters a post-graduate Debt Management
Program for students entering lower paying
law-related jobs. Through the program,
graduates receive loans or grants to assist in
repayment of their educational debt.
Judicial clerks are not eligible to receive
funding in the years of their clerkship.
Details are available from the Financial Aid
Office.

Student Financial
Operations

2226 Student Activities Bldg.
764-7447 

Toll free 1-877-840-4738
Hours: Monday-Wednesday, Friday
8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.; 
Thursday, 10:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
UM-SFO@umich.edu

The Student Financial Operations Office
maintains a record of all fees each 

student owes the University, including
tuition, room and board, and special assess-
ments (e.g., Michigan Student Assembly,
school or college government, and late elec-
tion or registration fees). At the University
of Michigan, the tuition assessment and
residence hall charges are payable once each
term as follows:

Summer term: 
100% due at the end of June

Fall term:
100% due the end of September

Winter term:
100% due the end of January

The Office of Student Financial
Operations will not send you a bill each
month; it will send you a statement of
account which indicates the minimum
amount you must pay. This statement
should arrive by the 25th of each month. If
you do not receive it, you must pay the
amount due by the deadline anyway or be
assessed a $30 late penalty. A negative ser-
vice indicator may be established if payment
is received after the due date or if payment
received is less than the amount due. If you
are not sure what you owe, and your state-
ment has not arrived, call Student Financial
Operations. You may obtain your account
balance as well as the amount due for the
current month through Wolverine Access.
You may also seek assistance from the Law

School Registrar. Law students are also
assessed the Law School Student Activities
fee each term to fund a variety of activities
and services sponsored by Student Services,
the Law School Student Senate, and various
student organizations.

The M-Card is the University of
Michigan’s new enhanced version of the
University I.D. card that includes options
for debit and prepaid financial transactions,
identification, library privileges, building
access, housing meal plans, and calling card
service. New students to campus will have
an opportunity to sign up for the M-Card
during orientation. If your card is lost or
stolen, contact the Housing Entree Office,
100 Student Activities Building, 763-4632,
to have a new card issued. If you have other
questions concerning the M-Card, contact
the M-Card Center at Financial Operations,
936-2273.



Alumni Activities

The Law School’s Office of Development
and Alumni Relations works to ensure
that Michigan continues to stand

among the world’s great law schools by 
helping to strengthen the School’s financial
resources through private support and 
alumni activities. 

Gifts from alumni and friends are essen-
tial to the Law School. Private funding
assists financial aid programs for students,
faculty recruitment and support, building
renovations, visiting scholar programs, the
Law Library, topical symposia, and student
publications and competitions.

Working closely with volunteers, the
Development and Alumni Relations Office
coordinates the Law School’s reunion pro-
gram. Each class gathers on campus every
five years  to get reacquainted, become
familiar with recent changes at the Law
School, and enjoy Michigan’s fall splendor.
Reunion classes conduct a fundraising 
campaign in advance of their reunions, and
this effort contributes substantially to the
Law School Fund.

Alumni from the University of Michigan
Law School are distributed throughout the
nation and the world. The Development and
Alumni Relations Office routinely hosts
gatherings of alumni in several major metro-
politan areas, and also hosts events in 
conjunction with national and state bar 
association meetings and other professional
associations. 

The Committee of Visitors, organized in
1962, meets each fall to study and evaluate
the Law School’s operation. This group 
consists of alumni engaged in legal practice,
teaching, and public service. While on 
campus, the Committee of Visitors meets
with faculty, administrators, and students.

Career planning assistance is available 
to graduates as well as students. Interested
graduates are provided with a Job Bulletin
published bi-weekly detailing open
positions in a variety of arenas. The Office 

of Career Services staff provides counseling
and assistance, in person or by phone, to 
former students seeking new positions.

More than 25,000 alumni and others
worldwide stay in touch with the Law
School through Law Quadrangle Notes.
Published three times each year, LQN
reports on the scholarly activities of the 
faculty, curricular changes, student activities,
and alumni news. Copies are also available 
to students.

Throughout the year, the Office of
Development and Alumni Relations assists
student groups in organizing symposia, con-
ferences, and other special events. At the
close of final classes for graduating students,
the office hosts Senior Celebration, a festive
introduction for graduating students to their
new role as alumni. 

In addition to the efforts of the Law
School Office of Development and Alumni
Relations, the Alumni Association of the
University of Michigan provides a host of
activities and volunteer opportunities for
graduates who join this independent, mem-
bership organization. Alumni Association
offices are located in the Alumni Center, 
just north of the Michigan League.

Athletics

The University of Michigan has estab-
lished an outstanding athletic record.

The University is a member of the Big Ten
Conference, the Central Collegiate Hockey
Association, and the Midwest Field Hockey
Conference. Michigan’s football team has
won more football championships (39) than
any other Big Ten school. The U of M
Stadium is one of the world’s largest with a
seating capacity of 107,501. Incoming stu-
dents may order season football tickets at
www.mgoblue.com/ticketoffice. For informa-
tion regarding tickets for men’s sports other
than football and all women’s sports, 
contact the Athletic Ticket Office at 764-0247.
Tickets for sports other than football can be
purchased after school starts. 

The Department of Recreational Sports
provides opportunities for all individuals
within the University community to 
participate in varied physical recreational
programs. 

The University community has at its dis-
posal some of the finest recreational facilities
in the country. These include the Central
Campus and North Campus Recreation
Buildings, the Intramural Sports Building,
the Sports Coliseum, and Mitchell and Elbel
Fields. Quality facilities allow for a diverse
recreational sports program that includes the
Drop-In Program, the Intramural Sports
Program, the Outdoor Recreation Program,
the Children’s Recreation Program, and the
Sport Club Program.

To be eligible to participate in the 
programs offered, an individual must be a
currently enrolled student or have a recre-
ational sports Facilities User Pass. Currently
enrolled students are automatically assessed a
fee in their tuition for recreation. All other
patrons must purchase a pass to enjoy the
same privileges. Facility users will have their
I.D. or pass checked upon entry to each
recreation building; I.D. and user passes are
not transferable.

A Facilities User Pass can be purchased 
at the main office of the Central Campus
Recreation Building located at 401
Washtenaw Avenue, Monday and
Wednesday, 8:30 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.; Tuesday,
Thursday, and Friday, 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

http://www.mgoblue.com/ticketoffice


Bulletin Boards and
Information

Official Law School Bulletin boards are
located on the first floor of Hutchins

Hall. Students are responsible for knowl-
edge of all information which is posted
there.

In addition, you should check daily for
administrative and student notices in your
Hutchins Hall pendaflex.

No notices, posters, etc., may be affixed
to the exterior doors or walls of Law School
buildings. Many bulletin boards throughout
the Law School have been designated for use
by officially recognized Law School and/or
University student organizations, as well as
administrative offices. Such organizations
may place posters and advertisements on
specifacaily designated bulletin boards. All
postings must list the name of the sponsor-
ing organization and the name and phone
number (or e-mail address) of a contact per-
son. Posters which do not include identify-
ing information will be removed by Law
School custodial staff.

No posting may exceed 14 inches by 22
inches in size. Posters should be limited to
one per bulletin board. Posters should be
affixed to bulletin boards with push pins or
scotch tape. Masking tape, glue, and other
adhesives may not be used to affix posters
to bulletin boards. Nor will the use of nails,
staples, or other metal fasteners be allowed.

A poster should be placed so that it does
not block or otherwise interfere with the
reading of adjacent posters. Every Monday
morning, by the start of the business day,
the Law School custodial staff will clear
each student-designated bulletin board of
all postings. Reposting of flyers from the
week prior will be permitted, however, no
posting should “run” more than two weeks.

In accordance with Library guidelines,
posting on Level One of the Legal Research
Building is limited to the bulletin board
located across from the Law School Copy
Center.

Buying Books

Law students can purchase necessary case-
books and supplementary materials (new

or used), from Ulrich’s Bookstore (located at
East and South University Streets) and at
Barnes & Noble (located in the basement of
the Michigan Union).

Throughout the term the bulletin boards
in the basement of Hutchins Hall are full of
advertisements of casebooks, hornbooks,
and outlines for sale. There is also a bulletin
board in the Lawyers Club. 

The Michigan Journal of International Law
(MJIL) hosts the BookTrader as a low cost
method for students to buy and sell legal
textbooks and study aids from each other.
The BookTrader accepts books for sale year
round. When a book sells, the MJIL splits
the proceeds with the seller, taking all over-
head out of the MJIL portion. The
BookTrader is open the first week of class
each semester to sell used books and study
aids to students, and again several times
towards the end of the semester providing
the only source of used study aids for law
students. The goal of the BookTrader is to
provide an efficient alternative for students
to both buy and sell law school materials,
while lending financial support to the
MJIL. Students may also drop off
books/study aids for sale in front of the
BookTrader (lower level of Hutchins Hall),
and in the MJIL office (S-275 in the Law
Library). They should fill out a sale slip
clearly so that their sales proceeds can be
directed to them most accurately. Questions 
concerning the BookTrader or the MJIL
can be e-mailed to mjil@umich.edu.

Calendar of Law School
Events

The Law School Calendar, which is
updated daily, contains information

about various activities that will take place in
the near future and deadlines of importance to
the entire student body. You can access the
calendar at cgi2.www.law.umich.edu/
_EventCalendar/EventCalendar.aspx

Class Times

Law School classes are 55 minutes in
length with a ten-minute break between

classes. The class schedule is as follows:
8:00-8:55 a.m. 1:30-2:25
9:05-10:00 2:35-3:30
10:10-11:05 3:40-4:35
11:15-12:10 p.m. 4:45-5:40

Course Evaluations

Course evaluations are distributed in each
class for completion by students at the

end of each term. You are urged to take
them seriously. Statistical results are dis-
tributed after the professor submits grades
to the Office of the Registrar. The professor
then receives the original course evaluation
and comments made by students. The Dean
of the Law School receives copies and a copy
of the statistical results is placed in a note-
book in the Student Services Office of the
Registrar’s reception area, on the third floor
of Hutchins Hall, for student viewing.

Additionally, each term the Student
Senate publishes “Notes from the
Underground,” course evaluations written
by students for students.

 

http://cgi2.www.law.umich.edu/_EventCalendar/EventCalendar.aspx
http://cgi2.www.law.umich.edu/_EventCalendar/EventCalendar.aspx


Course Materials

Course materials are distributed from the
Distribution Desk located in the Reading

Room of the Legal Research Building. A
board outside the desk area indicates what
materials are available, whether they are free
or for sale and if there is a charge, what it is.
Slips are available at the desk for students to
fill out indicating the course numbers of
materials they need to pick up. The student
must list the course number in order for the
materials to be retrieved.

THE DOCKET

The Docket is the Law School’s official
means of communicating important

administrative announcements and many
Law School events to the student body. The
Docket is published on Mondays in electronic
format only. Students are responsible for
reading all of the information in each issue.

In addition to administrative announce-
ments, The Docket also publishes announce-
ments from the Student Senate and other
student organizations. Use The Docket
submission form available on the Web at 
cgi2.www.law.umich.edu/_Docketposting/
DocketSubmissionForm.asp

Dollar Bill Changers

Adollar changer for $1 and $5 bills is
located in the copy machine room on

Sub-1 of the underground library addition.

Examinations

Exams are generally given twice a 
year– in December before the winter

break, and in late April to early May. For
two-term courses, there may be only one
final grade, and the weight of the December
exam in determining the final grade varies
according to the professor. Few professors
give anything but the December or May
exams, although some give additional
assignments or examinations during the
term.

Past exams for most courses are compiled
and placed on reserve at the Circulation
Desk in the Law Library. Additionally,
examination questions submitted by faculty
for permanent retention are now available
online. To see an exam, go to the Library
Catalog at lexcalibur.lib.law.umich.edu/ then
select “by course” under “Search Course
Reserves and Electronic Exams” on the
Lexcalibur menu and type in the name of
the course. If exams for that course are
available, there will be a second listing that
ends with the word “exams.” Select this
listing. Type in your last name and univer-
sity ID number (from your ID card) and the
exam will appear as a PDF file. These are
helpful, both to dispel any misconceptions
about the exams and to give a feel for what
given professors may ask. Consult the 
materials on examinations in the Academics 
section in the front of this handbook and 
provided through the FYI and tutoring 
programs for further advice.

Exams are given during an examination
period which runs for about two weeks,
including a seven- or eight-day period for
in-class exams. In-class exams typically take
three or four hours. Take-home exams are
also common. Our anonymous grading pro-
cedures provide each student with a unique
exam identification number for each exam.
The exam identification numbers are 
available to students on the Law School
Registrar’s Office Web site after the semester
drop/add period ends. The final exam
schedule will show the precise rooms in
which exams will be given, the alpha split
for the rooms and any applicable notes, e.g.
laptops. The exam schedule is posted on the
Law School Registrar’s Office Web site; on
the Registrar’s Office bulletin board on the
first floor across from the elevator in
Hutchins Hall; and in the lobby of the
Registrar’s Office, 300 Hutchins Hall,
shortly before the exam period starts. Take-
home exams are issued from the main desk
in the Reading Room of Legal Research
under the direction of the Registrar’s Office
and Dean Baum. Many exams are open-
book, with the precise meaning of “open”
varying from professor to professor. First-
year students are usually given one or two
days between each exam. Bring your own
bluebooks if you plan to handwrite your

exams. A clock or watch will also be useful.
To the extent it is administratively feasible,
students are permitted to use laptop com-
puters on in-class examinations. Even when
laptop computer use is administratively fea-
sible, the Associate Dean may, for appropri-
ate reasons, permit an instructor to admin-
ister all or part of an examination without
allowing students to use laptop computers.
Students planning to use their laptops to
write in-class essay exams must install, test
and activate the most current version of the
exam software by an established deadline
each term. The latest version of the exam
software is made available to students approxi-
mately one month prior to each term’s exam
period. You may submit a self-addressed,
stamped postcard or envelope to the proctor of
each of your exams to learn your grade.

The Law School Academic Regulations
(found in this handbook) provide details on
exceptions regarding examinations and papers.
Students qualifying for such exceptions or
wishing to discuss a personal situation which
may affect their ability to take an examination
should contact the Student Affairs or the
Registrar’s Office. Students who cannot take or
complete an examination due to physical or
mental health reasons or personal difficulties
must contact David Baum or Christine
Gregory immediately.

Following the grading period, students may
review their exams in the faculty secretaries’
offices at the professors’ discretion. In some
instances, exams may instead be housed in 
the Reading Room Distribution Center for
student review.

Facebooks

Each year, the pictures taken of you, your
classmates, faculty, and staff during orien-

tation find their way into the Law School
Photographic Directory, or the “Facebook.” The
Facebook becomes available in late fall and
will give you a good start at recognizing all
the faculty and staff and associating names
with the faces of your student colleagues. 

http://cgi2.www.law.umich.edu/_Docketposting/DocketSubmissionForm.asp
http://cgi2.www.law.umich.edu/_Docketposting/DocketSubmissionForm.asp
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Grades and Transcripts

Professors giving exams must turn-in a
preliminary grade roster according to

exam number before they receive the name-
number correlation on a final grade roster.
They may, of course, then make changes
based on class performance or previous
work. Once the final term grades are
recorded, students can request the prelimi-
nary exam grade by visiting the Registrar’s
Office, 300 Hutchins Hall. Students may
view their grades online using Wolverine
Access (wolverineaccess.umich.edu) once the
Registrar’s Office has posted them. This
takes place by mid-February after the fall
term and late June after the winter term.
Students may order copies of their official
transcripts or access their unofficial tran-
scripts online using Wolverine Access.

Lockers

Lockers are available in the basement of
Hutchins Hall. Students may claim a

locker by finding one which is unoccupied
(no lock) and by putting a lock on it.
Students should then register the locker by
completing and submitting the form provid-
ed in the orientation materials to the Office
of the Registrar. Locks will be cut off those
lockers that are not properly registered.
Students may keep their registered lockers
until graduation. If your anticipated gradu-
ation date changes, report it to the Office of
the Registrar so that your lock will not be
cut off while you are still enrolled. While
there has not been a shortage of locker space
in recent years, residents of the Lawyers
Club may be asked to relinquish lockers to 
“commuters” in the event of overcrowding.
Students may obtain lockers during orienta-
tion and the first days of class by following
the procedures outlined above. Forms are
available in the Office of the Registrar. 

Lost and Found

A“lost and found” stations are located in
the Office of the Registrar on the third

floor of Hutchins Hall (300 Hutchins Hall),
in the Library administrative offices (S-180) 

on Sub-1 of the Library underground addi-
tion, at the Information and Distribution
Center in the Reading Room, and at the
main desk in the Lawyers Club. If you have
lost something, be sure to inquire at all of
these locations. Valuable items that have
been lost should be reported to the
Department of Public Safety (763-1131).

Lounges and Snack
Areas

There are several lounges and snack areas
available to students. One popular

meeting place is the lounge in the basement
of Hutchins Hall. Located directly across from
the elevator, the lounge houses vending
machines, a microwave oven, a number of
computers for student use, tables, chairs,
and couches. It is a favorite place for “brown
bag” lunches and becomes quite crowded
around noon, especially during the winter. 

You will need to use your M-Card to access
this area. If you find that your card does not
work, email Lois Oerther, loiso@umich.edu,
with your student ID number (the middle
eight digits of your M-Card).

Students may also take bag lunches to
The  Lawyers Club basement recreation
room. The Lawyers Club Main Desk can also
supply information on use of the Lawyers
Club Main Lounge, Cook Room, or
Recreation Room reservations for student
meeting space, receptions, etc. All bookings
must be completed in advance and are 
subject to availability. No food is permitted
in the Club’s Main Lounge or Cook Room,
unless professionally catered by the Club.
There is no smoking allowed anywhere in
the Lawyers Club’s public areas.

A snack bar, located in the basement of
Legal Research, sells a variety of snacks and
light meals, including breakfast. While 
created primarily for the use and enjoyment
of the Law School community, this snack bar
is open to the public. During peak hours,
the limited seating is reserved for customers.
The Library lounge, located on Sub-3 in the
underground addition, is most frequently
used by members of the various student 
journals. Students may also inquire at the
Lawyers Club main desk about using the
Club’s Cook Room for individual study, 

group meetings or study groups. Smoking,
drinking, and eating are prohibited in both
the Library and the Cook Room. Smoking is
also prohibited in all lounge and snack areas.

Mailfolders

Individual student mailfolders (“pendaflexes”)
are located in the basement of Hutchins

Hall, outside the main locker room. They
are used by the Law School administration
and faculty to communicate with students
and may also be used by students to
exchange messages with each other. The
folders are not secure and should not be
used for confidential or valuable items.
Replacement folders may be obtained from
the Office of the Registrar. The Law School
is not able to provide delivery of U.S. mail
to students mailfolders.

Notary Public

The central campus office of Student
Legal Services, located in Room 3409

Michigan Union, provides a notary service
for students. Notaries Public are also avail-
able within the Law School. Consult the
staff at the desk in the Reading Room of
Legal Research or the Office of the
Registrar for details.

Parking

Student parking on the U of M campus is
extremely limited during the fall and 

winter seasons. Student parking is assigned by
application made at the U of M Parking
Operations Office (508 Thompson, 764-8291).
Commuting students are given a commuter
parking pass for commuter lots on the outskirts
of campus only. Central campus structures and
lots become available in the evening. Check
individual structures and lots for hours. There
are 4-hour parking meters on Monroe and
Tappan Streets next to and across the street
from the Law School. There are also 4-hour
parking meters on Madison, Oakland and Hill
Streets, all within a one-block walk of the Law
School. The meters directly in front of the Law
School (on State Street) are 1-hour meters only.

   

https://wolverineaccess.umich.edu


Parking For Disabled and Temporarily
Disabled Students

There are several parking spaces for 
disabled drivers in the parking lot across
from the Law School on Monroe Street. You
can get a temporary permit from Parking
Operations as follows: 1. Ask your doctor to
complete the State of Michigan handicap
form which most doctors’ offices have avail-
able. 2. Take the State of Michigan handi-
cap form to the Secretary of State’s Office
and get a temporary handicap permit. Take
the temporary handicap permit you got
from the Secretary of State along with your
driver’s license and student I.D. to the 
campus Parking Operations Office (508
Thompson Street, between E. Madison & E.
Jefferson Streets). They will issue you a
University handicap permit so you can park
in one of the University’s assigned spaces
for disabled drivers (note: just having the
Secretary of State’s handicap permit is not
sufficient for parking in University lots).

Photocopy Machines

Students may use the photocopy
machines on Sub-1 and Sub-2 of the

Law Library underground addition. 
Students may purchase a copy card in the
Law Library for use on Law Library
machines only. Cards sold in other campus
libraries will not work on Law Library
machines. Under the Law Library
Vendacard System, hard plastic re-usable
cards are sold from card dispenser/encoder
machines located in the copy rooms in the
underground addition. For further informa-
tion, go to the Library administrative offices
(S180) during business hours.

Reading Room Desk
Distribution Center

The Distribution Center Desk located in
the Reading Room of the Legal

Research Building is the main reception
area for the Law School. The Distribution
Center typically houses coursepacks (some
available for sale, others at no charge), and
handouts for many of the current classes at
the beginning of each semester. 

A Notary Public is available on staff at
the Distribution Center Desk during 
regular work hours. 

Refrigerator

The Law School Student Senate maintains
a refrigerator for students’ lunch bags,

located in the student lounge in the 
basement of Hutchins Hall.

Religious Holiday
Observance Note Taking
Service

It is the policy of the Law School to
attempt to minimize the disruption expe-

rienced by students when classes meet on
their religious holidays. With the assistance
of Law School student volunteers, the
Student Services Office offers a note-taking
service for students who will miss large
classes due to holiday observance. Students
in small classes, seminars, or clinics should
contact their professors and arrange to
obtain notes through a classmate as appro-
priate if they will be absent. Of course,
rather than rely on the note-taking service
for large classes, many students prefer to
make their own arrangements and rely on
the notes of a trusted friend or, if the 
professor permits, to have a friend bring a
tape recorder into class. 

If you expect to be absent due to obser-
vance of a religious holiday and related
travel, and wish to receive copies of notes
taken by volunteers, please make arrange-
ments with Marilyn Genoa in Room 301
Hutchins Hall.

When a holiday falls on the first day(s) of
class in a term, or a significant number of
students will miss a class, we will make a
video or audio tape – Law School resources
permitting. Priority for taping will go to
first-year classes. Tapes will be available in
301 Hutchins Hall within two days.

Room Reservations

Student organizations recognized by the Law
School Student Senate may use Law School

rooms for meetings. To reserve a room go to
cgi2.www.law.umich.edu/_genericworkrequest/
RoomReservationWorkRequest.asp. Review
the online schedule to check for room avail-
ability, then fill out the room reservation
form and submit. Notification of confirmation
will be sent to the requester via e-mail. Please
be aware that your room reservation is not
confirmed until this notification is received.
In some instances, a room other than that
requested may be substituted in case of a
usage conflict.

Safety Procedures

Ann Arbor is a city of more than
100,000, and, like other cities, unfortu-

nately suffers instances of robberies, sexual
assaults, and other violent and non-violent
crimes. At the Law School itself and nearby
areas, there have been reports of: 

• assault
• indecent exposure
• robbery
• stalking and harassment
• stolen property
• vandalism
• voyeurism

The Law School Administration takes
such matters seriously and makes every
attempt to consult with the University’s
Department of Public Safety (DPS) and the
Ann Arbor Police Department and to dis-
seminate information to the Law School
community as appropriate. 

Source of Information
Concerning Safety and
Security

The Department of Public Safety (DPS)
Web site, www.umich.edu/~safety/, con-
tains information about recent crimes and
other security and safety related incidents
that have occurred in the University com-
munity, as well as contact information for
DPS.
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